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DISCOVERING OLD WELSH HOUSES GROUP 
 

BRYNDINAS 
 
Parish: Tywyn, Gwynedd (old County: Merioneth)              ( NGR : SH 6350 9824) 
 
© Discovering Old Welsh Houses Group 
 

House History Summary: 
 
The abbreviations used in this house history are show at Appendix A. Maps showing the main 
house/farms in this house history are show at Appendix B. Names of houses and places vary in 
spelling over time – e.g. Brin y dinas, Bryn Dinas, Bryndinas and Towyn, Tywyn, etc. Where records 
are being detailed the spelling used is shown. Where comments are made the modern spelling is 
used. 
 
Bryndinas is a farm in the middle of Cwm Maethlon (Happy Valley) – was also called Dyffyn Glyn -  
which runs from the area of Caethle in the east (near Tywyn) to the village of Cwrt in the west (near 
Pennal). It is an interesting valley and appears to have been a wealthy area probably from late 
medieval times to the 19th century. Maethlon means ‘nourishing’ in English. There are many notable 
houses in the area.  
 
Bryn Dinas is a three-unit, stone-walled, cruck-framed, hall-house consisting of a two-bay open ball 
between a single narrow inner room and a probably similar-sized outer room. However, nothing 
survives of the passage partition and the outer room, now a parlour and largely rebuilt, gives no 
indication of its original use. At the other end of the house the original dais partition has been 
replaced by a nineteenth-century ‘in-and-out’ partition which stands in front of the cruck couple. 
Possibly it was resited about a foot towards the hall to give more space to the inner room then 
converted into a dairy. The most remarkable feature of the house is the central arch-braced truss 
over the hall which is embellished by a simple boss. Later a stone fireplace backing on the passage 
with stair alongside was inserted to heat the hall while an end-wall fireplace was provided for the 
outer room. The ceiling, inserted over the hall with bar-stopped beams, is of above average quality, 
as are the associated farm buildings, which suggests that this small farmhouse retained its gentry 
status into the eighteenth century1. 
 
There are many photographs of Bryndinas and its outbuildings on Coflein2. 
 
Bryndinas along with a few other farms in the middle part of Cwm Maethlon appear to have been 
freely held by smaller landowners over a considerable period of time and even by 1841 the large 
estates of the Vaughans, Lewis’s,  Corbets, etc. to the west and those of the Prices, Edwards, 
Thrustons, etc. to the east had not consumed them3.  
 
Not being part of a large estate makes research more difficult as records were either not kept or lost 
over time – hence large gaps are evident. The first mention of Bryndinas existing as a building is in 
1592. It is recorded again in 1663.  
 

                                                           
1 History of Merioneth -  Vol 2, MHRS, page 450 
2 RCAHMW - http://www.coflein.gov.uk/ 
3 MHRS Journal Vol 7 - ‘Merioneth Estates 1790-185*’ pages 221 - 237  



We could find no connection between the Vaughans of Caethle and those of Bryndinas but, of 
course, as Vaughan is a fairly common name in the area anything is possible. 
  
Bryndinas was owned in 1592 by Riceus ap Ieuan Thomas and in 1663 by Rice ap Ieuan, possibly 
Riceus’ grandson. In the 1730s there is evidence that it was owned by the Owen family and it was 
definitely owned by Griffith Owen when he died in 1793: in 1798 another Griffith Owen (son?) is 
shown as the owner. By 1842 Messrs Griffith, Evan and John Evans are the owners. Searching for 
information about the Owens or the Evans families has been fairly fruitless, as again, they are very 
common names in the locality. Sometime during the mid-1800s Bryndinas along with Allt Lwyd, 
Tyddyn-y-briddell and Dyffryngwyn (collectively called the Dyffyn Estate) were bought by the Morris 
family from Machynlleth who also owned the slate mines in Abergynolwyn. Bryndinas remained in 
the Morris family until the death of Anne Harriet Morris aged 101 in 1937. Whether it was then sold 
or kept in the family is unknown at present but it was sold in the 1950s to the Challoner family. From 
there on it passed to the Birinie family and then to the Jones family who are the current owners. 
 
From around 1798 Bryndinas was occupied by Lewis Vaughan and his family (yeoman farmers) for 
nearly 70 years – his daughter was involved in farming Rhownair through marriage and one of his 
grandsons farmed Dysyrnant then Tyddyn y Berllan, Abertrinant ; a granddaughter married the 
farmer at Tynohir, Isygarreg, Montgomery,  then moved to Fach Goch , a second through marriage 
farmed at Talybont, Llanegryn and a third granddaughter married into Duffrynglyncul. Two of Lewis 
Vaughan’s grandsons who farmed Bryndinas married: William married in about 1858 and had a son 
and daughter but the family appear to have lived in Tywyn and not on the farm (this has not been 
verified). Lewis married after he had retired and had moved to Aberdovey - he had one daughter. 
The third grandson, David, also moved to Aberdovey and lived with his brother, Lewis, and remained 
single. From about 1865 the farm was occupied by a number of tenant farmers until about the 
middle of the 1900s when it became owner occupied. 
 

House History Detail: 
 
1370 Bryn Dinas  - Einion ap Griffirths. Military Captain of 40 Archers for Richard II. Office: Wood 
Warden of the Commote of Ystimanna 1382-13854. This is almost certainly the area, not the house.  
 
1592 Land Tax5 - Riceus ap Ieuan Thomas holds freely a tenement with mill called Tyddyn Bryn y 
Dinas. No other mention of a mill has been found.  A stream runs close to Bryndinas and fords are 
shown above the house on the current Ordnance Survey maps so a fulling mill (pandy) is a 
possibility. 
 
1663 Crown Lands Rental in the township of Kynvel: A tenement and messuage called Bryn y Dinas 
and yr Allt llwyd lands of Rice ap Ieuan Thomas in the tenure of the said Rice6.  While Allt lwyd is a 
sheep walk at the back of Bryndinas there was a dwelling of the same name close to Bryndinas (west 
side) which was shown occupied in Tywyn Parish Records from early times and then in the Censuses 
of 1841 to 1861, after that there is no record of habitation. From its occupants in the Parish Records 
and Censuses by then it appears to have been a very humble dwelling. 
 
1662 Hearth Tax – the owner of Bryndinas and the amount paid cannot be identified from the 
records7. 
 

                                                           
4 (Ancestry.co.uk – conversation threads) 
5 NA – LR 2/236 ff 57 Rent Roll Ystumanner Manor 
6 MRHS Journal – 1956, Vol 2,  page 316 
7 MRHS Journal – 1953, Vol II, pages 16-37 



Owen family – as there are a number of Owen families in the Tywyn Parish Records in the early to 
mid-1700s it is difficult to identify the Owens of Bryndinas without a house being mentioned. In 
addition this issue is made more complicated by the fact that Griffith Owen of Bryndinas was also 
known as Griffith Pugh and Griffith Hugh. Sue Passmore8 writing in Gwynedd Roots in 1998 about 
the Lloyds of Gwydderfrynau, Llanegryn says: 
 
My final challenge with this 18th century tree (Lloyds) was to track down the surname and family of 
William Lloyd’s wife Margaret. My searches were rewarded by finding that William Lloyd of the 
Parish of Llanegryn and Margaret Owen of the Parish of Tywyn were married in the latter parish 
church by licence on February 2nd 1756. She was the daughter of Griffith Hugh Owen of Bryndinas in 
Cwn Dyffryn, a place known today as ‘Happy Valley’ situated just south of the town of Tywyn. Their 
first child John Lloyd was baptised on March 21 1757, but only survived for three days. At his 
baptism, John Lloyd is described as the son of William Lloyd of Gwydderfrynau, Gent. 
 
Margaret wife of William Lloyd had been baptised at Tywyn herself on 11 September 1736, and it 
appears that she was the eldest of the ten children of Griffith Hugh Owen of Bryndinas (sometimes 
called Griffith Pugh) and Susan his wife9. 
 
Sue Passmore’s assertion that Margaret Owen was the daughter of Griffith Hugh Owen of Bryndinas 
in Cwn Dyffryn is difficult to verify. Tywyn Parish Records show: August 12 1736 Margaret (daug.) of 
Griffith Hugh by Susannah his wife baptised10. The marriage to William Lloyd in 1756 does not show 
either William or Margaret’s address. The witnesses to the marriage are Humphrey Daniel and 
Seuven Hughes. So, putting Margaret at Bryndinas is an assumption. However, there are very few 
Susan’s or Susannah’s in the Parish Records for this period of time, so it is possible the assumption is 
correct. Furthermore there is evident that Griffith Owen was also called Griffith Pugh (and Hugh) – 
see 1743 and 1754 below. In the circumstances all likely entries in the Parish Records have been 
included below. There is no doubt that Griffith Hugh Owen and his family probably owned and was 
occupied Bryn Dinas from 1744 (if not before) and that on his death around 1798, Lewis Vaughan 
and his family took over the tenancy.  
 
1725 May 30 – Elizabeth fill (daughter) Griffith Owen baptised. 
 
1731 August 17 – Hugo fill (son) Griffith Hugh baptised. (This is Griffith Owen). 
 
1732 – Lewis Vaughan born. His baptism cannot be found in Tywyn Parish Records, but this date 
reflects his age show on his Memorial inscription at St Cadfan Church, Tywyn (see 1807)   
 
1733 May 1 – Hugo Owen of Bryn Dinas buried. (No Will at NLW). 
 
1736 – Elizabeth Vaughan (nee Rees) born. This date reflects her age show on her Memorial 
inscription at St Cadfan Church, Tywyn (see 1801).   
 
1736 August 11 – Margaret Owen daughter of Griffith Hugh by Suannah baptised. (This is Griffith 
Owen) 
 

                                                           
8 Sue Passmore is well-known as a maritime historian (Welsh Sail and Farmers & Figureheads) and in recent years has turned her attention 
with equal zest to the countryside. She undertook much research in the Dolgellau area in the late 1900s 
9 Gwynedd Roots – the Journal of the Gwynedd Family History Society, 1998, pages 8-9 
10 MRO – Parish Records Towyn – box 12 



1738 Bond - Makes Morgan Griffith of Towyn and Thomas Rowland of Pennal administrators of the 
‘lately deceased’ Elizabeth Humphreys of Brindinas. Assets: £4.7.011. The relationship of Elizabeth to 
the Owen’s is not known but could be Elizabeth Owen, baptised 1725 above. 
 
1738 September 17 – Elizabeth (daughter of) Griffith Hugh by Susan his wife baptised. (This is Griffith 
Owen). 
 
1743 March 26 – Susan (daughter) Griffith Hugh of Bryn y dinas by Susanah his wife baptised. (This is 
Griffith Owen). 
 
1744 (date not legible) - Hugh Owen son of Griffith Hugh Owen Bryn y dinas in Dyffryn & Susan 
baptised. 
 
1748 Catherine Thomas (née) Owen born (see her Memorial inscription at St Cadfan Church, Tywyn, 
1785). Cannot find her baptism in Tywyn Parish Records 
 
1750 October 20 – Anne daughter of Griffith Owen Bryn y Dinas and Susan his wife baptised. 
 
1752-1793 - Bryndinas Mine accounts12. This is a fascinating document. It records the disbursements 
for The Bryndinas Lead Mine for 41 year in great detail. It includes how many men and women were 
employed, and their wages, cost of getting their wages (8d), wood used, amounts of explosive 
bought, cost of sharping tools and so on. In addition, in the first few years some spare pages appear 
to have been used for the Bryndinas farm accounts. An entry, probably 1752, shows purchase of: 

4 lbs Hyson Green …  2 .6 
7½ lbs Souchong 2.  5. 0 
7 lbs Congou  1.  8 .0 
1 lb Bohea       2.  0 
   3.17. 6 
Irish Cloth  3.12. 6 
Woolen cloth  2.  6.  1 
   9.16.  1 
Loaf sugar  3.  0.  6 
Brown do.   1.  6.10 
Soap   1.  5.  0 
Hat Mrs Pugh      13.  0 
Starch         3.10 
Sundr.   3.11.   1 

 
This gives a wonderful insight into the provisions for Bryndinas – who would have thought they 
would be buying so much China tea! 
 
1754 May 18 - Release by Griffith Pugh of Bryndinas, co. Mer., gent., to Henry Arthur, Earl of Powis, 
of all claim to the wastes called Y Voel Goch and Y Voel Fraith and the lead mines there, part of the 
farm called Tuthen Y Bruddell13. The background to this document is dealt with by David Bicks in his 
book ‘Old Metal Mines of mid-Wales’14. So it would appear that Griffith Pugh (Hugh) owned Tuthen-
y-Brinddell at this time. 
 
1755 July 18 – John son of Griffith Owen of Bryndinas by Susan his wife baptised. 

                                                           
11 NLW - Bangor Probate Records, 1576-1858 9933042602419 
12 NLW MS 1224D 
13 NLW Document 21536 
14 David E Bick, 1978, The Pound House, ISBN 0 9502040 8 0 



1758 (date not legible) – Francis son of Griffith Owen and Susan his wife Bryndinas baptised. 
 
1761 August 4 - Mary daughter of Griffith Owen and Susan his wife Bryndinas baptised.  
1767 Observations by [Henry] Hennings on a draft of a lease between the Earl of Powis and Henry 
Bowdler, gent., of a mine at Bryn Dinas, co. Mer. 15. 
 
1774 June 1 - Lewis Vaughan, singleman, married Elizabeth Rees, singlewoman, both of the Parish, at 
St Cadfan Church, Tywyn16. (This is almost certainly the Lewis Vaughan below). 
 
1775 May 31 - William son of Lewis Vaughan, yeo. by Elizabeth his wife baptised17. (Corn merchant, 
bachelor, died 1845 at Cwrt aged 70).   
 
1777 October 31 - Lewis son of Lewis Vaughan of Pantyrowen by Elizabeth his wife baptised18 
(Pantyrowen is a farm near to Bryn Dinas). (Farmer Bryndinas, bachelor, died 1835). 
 
1778 December 26 - John son of Lewis Vaughan of Pantyrowen by Elizabeth his wife baptised19 
(Married Jane Richards 1810(?), farmer Bryndinas, 7 children, died 1836 at Bryndinas). 
 
1780 October 1 – Jane daughter of Lewis Vaughan, yeoman, and Elizabeth his wife was baptised20. 
(Married Daniel Evans of Rhowniar 1806, farmer, 6 children, date of death unknown). 
 
1782 Michaelmas Quarter Sessions - member of Grand jury for Merioneth – Griffith Owen, Bryn 
Dinas21. 
 
1785 Memorial Inscription: Here lieth The Body of Susannah Owen, daughter of Griffith Owen of 
Bryndinas and Susannah his wife, who die on16 day of (illegible). Also the body of Catherine Thomas, 
daughter of Griffith Owen and Susannah his wife. Died April 11 1785, aged 3722. 
 
1793 23 July – Griffith Owen of Bryndinas, Gent. buried. Neither his baptism or marriage can be 
found in Tywyn Parish Records. 
 
1795 Griffith Owen’s will23 – leaves to his son Hugh the sum of 5/- and to his daughters Margaret, 
Jane and Elizabeth the sum of 5/- and the remainder to his wife, Susan (executrix). Inventory 
attached: This is a true and perfect Inventory of all the goods?? & chattels & credits of Griffith Owen 
of Bryn Dinas in the parish of Towyn… deceased the 20th day of July in the diocese of Bangor 1793: 

Wearing apparel horse & saddle   2-10-0 
Two Cowes     7-00-0 
One Pig          15-0 
Cupboard     3-00-0 
Clock      2-00-0 
Three Beds     7-10-0 
Three Bords & Settle    2-00-0 
Chesterdraw & Clothes Press   5-00-0 
Four Chestes     4-00-0 

                                                           
15 NLW - Document 4027 
16MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
17 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
18 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
19 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
20 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
21 NA – ZQS/M1782 
22 MI Inscriptions,  St Cadfan Church, Tywyn, location 732 
23 NLW - Bangor Probate Records, 1576-1858 9933042602419 



Small house hold stuff    3-65-0 
Two beams of oak    2-00-0 
               £39-10-0 

 
1798 October 14 – Susanah Owen, widow, buried (but see also 1812). 
 
1798 Vaughans probably move from Pantyrowen to Bryn Dinas. 
 
1798 Land Redemption Tax: Township of Ddaûddyfryn; Griffith Owen (owner) Lewis Vaughan 
(occupier) £1.2.024. This would appear to be Bryn Dinas and Griffith Owen the son of Griffith Owen 
above, but it has not been possible to find him marrying or identify him in baptisms in Tywyn Parish 
records. 
 
1801 September 8 – Elizabeth Vaughan buried25. Memorial Inscription (in Welsh): In memory of 
Elizabeth wife of Lewis Vaughan, Bryndinas, who died September 8 1801 aged 65 years. Also of Lews 
(Lewis?) Vaughan who died October 25 1807 aged 75 years. Also of David Vaughan, Aberdovey, 
formally of Bryndinas who died July 228(?) 1885 aged 72 years. In memory of Ann Lewis Vaughan, 
Bryndinas, who died September 2 1835 aged 57 years26. 
 
1805 December 4 - John Vaughan, bachelor, and Jane Roberts, spinster, both of the Parish, married 
in the presence of John Richards and David Hughes27. This entry has been included as John Vaughan 
marrying Jane Richards cannot be found in Tywyn Parish Records.  It is possible that the vicar made a 
mistake with similar names –especially as a witness was John Richards - but it is just as likely that the 
marriage took place in another Parish as it is not know where Jane came from. There is no trace of 
the marriage in Pennal or Machynlleth.  
 
1806 June 21 – Daniel Evans, bachelor, marries Jane Vaughan, spinster, in the presence of Griffith 
Evans and Evan Edwards28. 
 
1807 October 21 - Lewis Vaughan widower buried29. (See also Memorial Inscription at 1801. The 
inscription is a slightly different date.) 
 
1809 June 14 – Probate granted for Will of Lewis Vaughan of Bryndinas. Leaves to his daughter, Jane 
Humphrey (probably and error as she was Jane Evans – her first son was Humphrey Evans) £30. The 
Executors were his sons, William, Lewis and John (Vaughan) who ‘shared and share alike’ his estate. 
The attached Inventory states:  An Inventory of goods, chattels and effects of the late Lewis Vaughan 
of Bryn Dinas, parish of Towyn: Implements of husbandry, horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry, corn, 
and household furniture - £28030. 
 
1810 April 15 - Lewis son of John Vaughan [bap. 1778], Bryndinas by Jane his wife baptised. (Farmer 
at Bryndinas, married Anne Williams 1865, no children, probably died between 1881 and 1891 at 
Aberdovey).  
 
1812 May 24 – Susanah Owen widow buried (see also 1898.) 

                                                           
24 Ancestry.co.uk - Land Redemption Tax 1798 Towyn, Merionethshire page 120 
25 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
26 MRO MI Inscriptions,  St Cadfan Church, Tywyn, location 732 
27 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12  
28 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
29 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 12 
30 http://hdl.handle.net/10107/1036949 



1813 January 31 - David son of John Vaughan [bap. 1778] and Jane Richards, Bryndinas, Farmer, 
baptised31. (Farmer at Bryndinas, bachelor, died 1885 at Aberdovey).  
 
1814 November 13 – Jane daughter of John Vaughan [bap. 1778] and Jane Richards, Bryndinas, 
Farmer, baptised32. (Married Hugh Roberts of, Dyffryn y glyncul, 1841, then farmer of Tynohir, 
Isygarreg, Machylleth then Fach Goch, Tywyn). 
 
1816 September 9 - Elizabeth, daughter of John Vaughan [bap. 1778] and Jane Richards, Bryndinas, 
Farmer, baptised33. (Married Richard Rowlands, farmer at Talybont, Llanegryn, 1843, 6 children, 
died, 1888). 
 
1819 April 18 - John son of John Vaughan [bap. 1778] and Jane Richards, Bryndinas, Farmer, 
baptised34. (At Bryndinas in 1841 but not after – whereabouts after this date unknown at present) 
 
1822 February 10 - William son of John Vaughan [bap. 1778] and Jane Richards, Bryndinas, Farmer, 
baptised35. Farmer at Bryndinas, married Jane (?) 1858(?), one son, John.  (No marriage recorded in 
Tywyn or Aberdovey); he’s shown as married in 1861 census at Bryndinas but no wife is present.  
However, in the 1861 Towyn census (42 Frankwell Street) there is a Jane Vaughan, 35, (head of 
family) and son John Vaughan aged 3. She is shown as Ag Labour’s wife with ‘farmer’s wife’ crossed 
out.  In the 1871 census for Aberdovey William and Jane have a son, John, aged 13 
and a daughter, Margaret, aged 9 (ages from Censuses). 
 
1825 20 January – Richard Vaughan Bap. (Farmer – Dysyrnant then Tyddyn y Berllan, Abertrinant, 
married Elizabeth Morgans , 7 children died 1899 at Tyddyn y Berlian)36. No marriage recorded in 
Tywyn or Aberdovey. The marriage may have been in Penegoes or Cemmaes, Powis as Elizabeth was 
from that area 
 
1827 Indenture between Humphrey Thomas and John Vaughan of Bryndinas37.  This is a Indenture 
between Humphrey Thomas of Escuan, Towyn, farmer, in the first part, David Jones of Towyn, 
farmer and John Vaughan of Bryndinas, farmer in the second part and 49 names people in the third 
part. Basically Humphrey Thomas had incurred debts of over £1,233 and it was David Jones and John 
Vaughan’s job to deal with the collection and sale of Thomas’s possessions and distribute the money 
raised to the creditors. John Vaughan was owed £64.10.0.  In addition Thomas lost the tenancy of 
the farm as the Indenture required it to be returned to Athelston Corbet of Ynysmaengwyn, Towyn 
by 25 March 1828.  
 
1835 Lewis Morris mention as a Flannel Manufacturer in Maegwyn Street, Machynlleth38. Lewis 
Morris was also the lessor of Bryneglwys Slate Quarry, Abergynolwyn39. This property would pass to 
his son, Lewis around 1854. At about the same time his son became the owner of Bryndinas (and 
other properties in Cwm Maethlon).  Bryndinas would remain in the Morris family until 1937. 
 

                                                           
31 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
32 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
33 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
34 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
35 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
36 MRO - Bethesda Chapel Records Towyn 
37 MRO - 2/DS/12/169 
38MRO -  Pigot & Co’s Directory (North Wales) 1835 
39 MRO Slates from Abergynolwyn – the story of Bryneglwys Slate Quarry – Alan Holmes 



1835 September 4 - Lewis Vaughan of Bryndinas aged 57 [bap. 1777] buried40.  Memorial Inscription 
(in Welsh):  In memory of Lewis Vaughan, Bryndinas, who died September 2 1835, aged 57 years. 
Brother John Vaughan takes over the farm. 
 
1836 Will of Lewis Vaughan of Bryndinas41 [bap. 1777]: Yeoman, leaves to his brother William 
Vaughan £50, to his sister Jane Vaughan alias Jane Evans £10, nephew Humphrey Evans £5, to niece 
Elizabeth Evans £5, to niece Mary Evans £5, to niece Jane Evans £5. Residue to his brother John 
Vaughan of Bryndinas. Brother is executor. Inventory undertaken by Griffith Evans & Evan Evans 
(probably the owners – see 1842): 
  
1 Top Coat   1-  2-0 
2 Other Coats   1-15-0 
1 Ditto         5-0 
4 ?       12-0 
3 Pair of ?      15-0  
5 Shirts       15-0 
4 Neckerchiefs        8-0   
6 Pairs of Stockings       6-0 
2 Pairs of Shoes      10-0 
2 Hats         6-0 
               £6-14-0 
 
1838 June 11 – Daniel Evans of Rhowniar aged 61 buried42. 
 
1841 February 5 – Hugh Roberts, bachelor, of full age, farmer of Dyffryn y glyncul, father, William 
Roberts, farmer, marries Jane Vaughan, spinster, full age, of Bryn Dinas, father, John Vaughan, 
farmer. Present: Evan Roberts and Lewis Vaughan43. 
 
1841 Census – Bryn Dinas44 
John Vaughan 60 Farmer      Born in county 
Jane do 60    do 
Lewis   do 30    do 
David do 25    do 
Elizabeth do 20    do 
John do 20    do 
William do 15    do 
Richard do 15    do 
John Jones 20 M/S   do 
Mary Dorry 25 F/S   do 
 
Jane Evans (née Vaughan) aged 60 is living at Rhywrior (Rhowniar) on a ‘farmers holding’ with Lewis 
Evans (20), Elizabeth Evans (30), Margaret Evans (15) and John Roberts (15) a servant. 
 
Cannot identify Jane Roberts (née Vaughan) and her husband in the Census. Not at  Dyffryn y 
glyncul. 
 

                                                           
40 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
41 NLW - http://hdl.handle.net/10107/257169 
42 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
43MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13  
44 MERHO107_1428_1430-0269 



Jane Roberts (née Vaughan) aged 36 living at Tynohir, Isygarreg, Machyelleth with husband Hugh 
Roberts (44), farmer of 100 acres, son, John, (8), and 2 farm servants.  
 
1841 Census – Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth45 
Lewis Morris  50 Draper      Not born in county 
Ann do  50    do 
Elizabeth do  20    do 
Thomas do  20    do 
Lewis do  10   Born in county 
Mary do  8    do 
Jane do  6    do 
Elizabeth Hughes  15 Domestic Servant do 
 
Lewis Morris was also the lessor of Bryneglwys Slate Quarry, Abergynolwyn. This property appears to 
have passed to his son, Lewis on his death – see 1854. 
 
1842 Tithe – Bryn Dinas: Owners: Messrs Griffith, Evan and John Evans. Occupier: John Vaughan, 262 
acres.   
 
Also in the Tithe Apportionments for Towyn: 
Property        Owner        Occupier  
Caeau    Mr Evan Evans    Hugh Jones 
Ty Newydd (above Aberdovey) Trustees of Late A Corbet Evan Evans 
Ty Mawr   Edward Scott Esq.  Evan Evans 
Bodtalog   Edward Scott Esq.  Mrs Evans (could be Messrs Evans)  
Dyffryn Gwyn + Allt Lwyd Griffith Evans   Thomas Anwyl 
Crychnant   John Evans Esq.   Lewis Roberts 
 
Unfortunately Griffith Evans, Evan Evans and John Evans cannot be identified positively in the 1841 
Census. Below is a summary of information from 1841 Census: 
 

Ty Newydd: The house is not recorded in the 1841 Census for Towyn. There is an Evan Evans 
(68) and his wife Elizabeth (68) together with a daughter, Ann (35) shown under the general 
address of Aberdovey. Otherwise no trace. 
Ty Mawr: Evan Evans (35) farmer + wife, Mary (25) + 3 children + 3 servants.  
Bodtalog: Edward Scott Esq. and others – no Mrs/Messrs Evans. 

 
1843 July 7 – Richard Rowlands, bachelor, of full age, farmer of Talybont, Llanegryn,  father, Richard 
Rowlands, farmer marries Elizabeth Vaughan, spinster, full age, of Bryn Dinas, father, John Vaughan, 
farmer. Present: Thomas Rowlands and Michael Spencer Jones46. 
 
1845 December 9 - William Vaughan [1775] dies47. 
 
1846 Will of William Vaughan (1775) of Court (Cwrt), Towyn48: Bachelor (NLW catalogue says ‘Gent’ 
but term is not in his will but is in the inventory). Sister Jane Evans of Rhownier + another as 
executors. Leaves to his brother John Vaughan of Bryndinas £2, to nephews Lewis and Robert 
Vaughan (probably Richard) of Bryn dinas and Humphrey and Lewis Evans of Rhowier, my share of 
the ship Blance (Blanche) value £10 + other bequeaths – not family. 

                                                           
45 MGYHO107_1436_1438-0371 
46 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13  
47 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
48 NLW - http://hdl.handle.net/10107/115577 



Blanche, was a schooner, was built in 1840 by John Lewis, Aberdyfi (probably at Penhelig). She was 
49 tons, 47’long x 16’beam x 9’ depth of hold. Named after one of the original owners, Blanche 
Thruston of Talgarth, Pennal. See Appendix C for more information and a picture of the boat. 
 
1851 Census – Bryn Dinas49 
John Vaughan  Head Married 72 Farmer   Born Towyn 
Lewis do  Son UM  38 At house         do 
David do  Son UM  36      do           do 
William do  Son UM  28      do  Born Pennal 
Mary Humphreys Ser. UM  24 House Ser. Born Towyn 
Mary Parry  Ser. UM  16      do           do 
 
Jane Evans (née Vaughan) aged 71 is living at Rhowniar farming 30 acres with Margaret Pugh (29), 
daughter, Lewis Pugh (29), son-in-law + 2 grandchildren + 2 servants. See Will of William Vaughan 
1846 above. 
 
Elizabeth Rowlands (née Vaughan) is living at Talybont, Llanegyn with her husband Richard aged 42 
(farmer of 247 acres) and 4 children. Mother, Jane Vaughan, is shown as a visitor. 
 
Jane Roberts (née Vaughan) aged 36 living at Tynohir, Isygarreg, Machyelleth with husband Hugh 
Roberts (44), farmer of 100 acres, son, John, (8), and 2 farm servants.  
   
1851 Census - Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth50 
Lewis Morris  Head Mar 63 Flannel Manufacturer Merioneth Towyn 
Ann Morris  Wife Mar 60    Merioneth Taly??? 
Elizabeth Morris Dau U/Mar 32    Merioneth Pennal 
Ann Morris  Dau do 25    Machynlleth 
Lewis Morris  Son do 23     do 
Mary Morris  Dau do 19     do 
Jane Morris  dau do 17     do 
Ann Mills   Serv do 20 House Servant  Merioneth Towyn 
John Ellis  do do 14  do  Machynlleth 
 
1854 Lewis Morris (Senior) - aged 63 in 1851 Census above - dies. Bryneglwys Slate Quarry, 
Abergynolwyn passes to his son, Lewis. At about the same time his son became the owner of 
Bryndinas (and other properties in Cwm Maethlon). There is a Will for a Lewis Morris of Maengwyn 
Street, Machynlleth for 1854. It is very difficult to read and leaves property and money to some of 
those mentioned in the Census above, but Lewis Morris (Junior) is not mentioned, nor is Bryndinas 
or other property in Cwm Maethlon. Either it is not Lewis Morris’s (Senior) Will or Lewis took over 
the ‘business’ side before his father died. Further work will be undertaken on this – see ‘Footnote’ at 
end of this House History. 
 
1856 November 5 - Anne Harriet Wellings, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Wall Wellings of 
Leintwardine, Herefordshire married Lewis Morris at Leintwardine51, this is the son of Lewis Morris 
(Senior)  
 
1856 – 1861 Lewis Morris becomes the owner of Bryndinas, Tyddyn Briddell and Dyffryn Gwyn 
(known collectively as the Dyffryn Estate) together with Bryneglwys Slate Quarry, Abergynolwyn 

                                                           
49 MGYHO107_2495_2495-0441 
50 MGYHO107_2495_2495-0173 
51 Email from Patricia Payne on http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/POWYS/2001-02/0982422190  



 
1860 John Vaughan (bap. 1777) dies. (No will at probatesearch.service.gov.uk). 52  Memorial 
Inscription (in Welsh): In memory of John Vaughan, Bryndinas, who died May 20 1860 aged 82 year. 
Also of Jane his wife, who died May 10 1862 aged 83 years53.  Lewis Vaughan takes over the farm. 
 
1861 Census – Bryn Dinas54 
Lewis Vaughan  Head  UM 50 Farmer of 217 acres Born Towyn 
David   do  Brother  UM 47 Farmers son           do 
William   do  Brother  Mar 36          do            do 
Jane   do  Mother  Mar 82 Farmer’s widow           do 
Michael Jones  Servant  UM 47 Farm labourer           do 
David Williams  Servant  UM 16         do           do 
Jane Williams  Servant  UM 23 Dairy maid           do 
Jane Hughes  Servant  UM 20 General servant          do 
 
1861 Census –Ganybryn, Pennal55 
Lewis Morris  Head Mar 33 Land Proprietor  Machynlleth 
Ann Harriet do  Wife Mar 25    Herefordshire Leintwardine 
Anne Elizabeth do Dau U/Mar 3    Merioneth Pennal 
Lewis Herbert do Son do 28mths     do 
Margaret Rowlands Serv do 18 House Servant  Montgomery Penygros 
 
1861 Census - Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth. No trace of the rest of the (female) Morris family – 
they all may have married. Lewis Morris (Senior) and his wife Ann Morris have died.  
 
1862 May 10 – Jane Vaughan (née Richards) dies. See also Monumental Inscription 1860 above 
 
1862 to 1865 – it appears Lewis, David and William Vaughan give up the tenancy of Bryndinas and 
move to Aberdovey and Tywyn thus ending 170 years of the Vaughan family at Bryndinas  
 
1865 May 6 – Lewis Vaughan of full age, bachelor, farmer, Aberdovey, father John Vaughan, farmer, 
marries Ann Williams, of full age, spinster, Aberdovey, father, William Williams, farmer. Witnesses: 
Hugh Pugh and Ann Hatherway(?). This is Lewis Vaughan formally of Bryndinas, see 1871 Census 
below. 
 
1871 Census – Bryn Dinas56 
David Rees  Head  Mar 49 Farmer of 401(?)acres Cardiganshire 
          Llanbardan Fawr 
Mary A Rees  Wife  Mar 44  do wife  Herefordshire 
          Bridley 
David s Rees  Son  UM 3    Merioneth Towyn 
Mary A Rees  Daug  UM 1              do 
John Rees  Brother  UM 55 Bailiff on farm  Cardiganshire 
          Llanbardan Fawr 
Margaret Jones  Servant  UM 18 Domestic servant Cardiganshire 
                    Llanfihengalgonarglyn 
 

                                                           
52 MRO - Parish Records – Towyn  - Box 13 
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1871 Census - Penhelig Road, Aberdovey57 
Lewis Vaughan  Head  Mar 60 Retired farmer  Merioneth Towyn 
Anne Vaughan  Wife  Mar 32 Retired farmer’s wife       do          Towyn 
Jane Vaughan  daur   4          do    Aberdovey 
David Vaughan  brother  S 58 Retired farmer        do          Towyn
       
1871 Census – Bron y prys, Faenol, Towyn58 
William Vaughan Head  Mar 47 Farmer of 30 acres Merioneth Towyn 
Jane Vaughan  Wife  Mar 45            do       Towyn 
John Vaughan  Son   13 Scholar            do        Towyn 
Margaret Vaughan Dau   9 Scholar            do        Towyn 
 
1871 Census - Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth59 
Lewis Morris  Head Mar 43 Landowner  Machynlleth 
Ann Harriet Morris Wife Mar 35    Herefordshire Leintwardine 
Emily Lucy Morris Dau U/Mar 6    Machynlleth 
Mary Louisa Morris Dau do 4     do 
Ellen Humphreys Serv do 19 General Servant   do 
 
1873 Return of Owners of Land60: Anne Morris, Machynlleth 317.2.21 acres – rent £121 
 
1881 Census – Bryn Dinas61 
Robert Owen  Head  Mar 48 Farmer of 80 acres    Merioneth Llandegwyn 
Margaret  do  Wife  Mar 48 Farmer’s wife   do 
Robert      do  Son  UM 21 Farmer’s son  Bryncruig 
Barbara     do  Daug  UM 20 Dressmaker         do 
Gwen         do  Daug  UM 18 Dairy maid         do 
Edmund    do  Son  UM 16 Shepherd  Llanegryn 
Margaret  do  Daug  UM 14 Kitchen servant         do 
Laura     do  Daug  UM 12 Scholar          do 
William    do  Son  UM 10 Scholar          do 
Humphrey do  Son  UM 7 Scholar          do 
 
1881 Census - Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth62 
Lewis Morris  Head Mar 53 Landowner  Machynlleth 
Ann Harriet do  Wife Mar 45    Herefordshire Leintwardine 
Annie Elizabeth do Dau U/Mar 23    Merioneth Pennal 
Emily Lucy do  Dau U/Mar 16 Scholar   Machynlleth 
Mary Louisa Morris Dau do 14 do    do 
 
1885 July 22 - David Vaughan dies Aberdovey  
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1891 Census – Bryn Dinas63  
Robert Owen  Head  Mar 58 Farmer          Merioneth Tanygrisiau 
Margaret Owen  Wife  Mar 58          Merioneth Llandegwyn 
Winifred Owen  Dau  Single 28 Dress Maker        Merioneth Towyn 
Edward Owen  Son  Single 26 Farmers son        Merioneth Llanegryn 
Maggie Owen  Dau  Single 24 Farmers daughter    Merioneth       do 
William Owen  Son  Single 20 Farmers son        Merioneth       do 
Humphrey Owen Son  Single 17 Farmers son        Merioneth       do 
Winifred Owen Thomas G/dau   2 mths          Merioneth Towyn 
 
1891 Census - Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth64 
Ann H Morris   Head Mar 55    Herefordshire Leintwardine 
Lewis Herbert do Son S 30 Theological Student Merioneth Pennal 
 
1901 Census – Bryn Dinas65 
Hugh Evans  Head  Mar 54 Farmer       Employer       Merioneth Llanaber   
Elizabeth Evans  Wife  Mar 52         America (British Subject) 
Hugh Evans  Son  Single 19 Farmer son   Employed   Merioneth Celynin 
Robert Evans  Son  Single 14 School     Merioneth Celynin 
Hester Pugh Davies G/Dau  Single 6 School     London 
David Lloyd Jones Serv  Single 19 Gen Farm Serv  Worker   Merioneth Towyn 
William Jones  do  Windower 71         do  do   Merioneth Celynin 
Elizabeth Davies do  Single 17 Domestic Serv    Merioneth Harlech 
 
1901 Census – Norton House, Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth66 
Ann Harriet Morris Head Wid 65 Living on own means Herefordshire Leintwardine 
Annie E Protheroe Dau Wid 42 do   Merioneth Pennal 
Mary L Morris  Dau S 33 do   Machynlleth 
Lewis H do  Son S 40 do   Merioneth Pennal 
 
1904 R. P. Evans, Bryn Dinas, Towyn, formerly of an Arthog pupil of the Towyn County School 
attained London Matriculation honours67 
 
1906 – 1937 Hugh Evans was a Secertary for the Maethlon Chapel68  
 
1910 Land Tax :  
Bryndinas - Owner: Executors of Ann Morris. Occupier: Hugh Evans. 239 acres + 28 woodland 
Dyffryngwyn - Owner: Executors of Ann Morris. 359 acres + 4 woodland 
Tyddynbriddel - Owner: Executors of Ann Morris. 199 acres. 
 
There is no record of Allt Lwyd. It could have been incorporated into Bryndinas. Why the owner is 
show as the ‘Executors of Ann Morris’ is peculiar as she did not die until 1937. Herbert Morris of 
Norton House, Machynlleth has been pencilled in by one of the entries. He is Ann’s son and may 
have been an Executor of the Will of Ann’s husband Lewis and managed the properties on her 
behalf. 
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67 The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard (Northern) 29th July 1904 - http://newspapers.library.wales 
68 MRO Hanes Achos, Eglwys Maethlon, (M.C.), Tywyn, 1785 - 1985 



 
1911 Census – Bryn Dinas69 
Hugh Evans  Head Mar 54 Farmer       Employer      Merioneth Duffryn Ardudwy 
Elizabeth Evans  Wife Mar 52    ……America (British Subject) 
Hugh Evans  Son Single 19 Farmer son   Employed       Merioneth Llangelynin 
Evan Richard Evans Serv Single 17 Farm Serv do       Merioneth Towyn 
Martha Jones  Serv Single 15 Domestic Serv do       Merioneth Towyn 
 
1911 Census – Norton House, 76 Maengwyn Street, Machynlleth70 
A H Morris  Head Wid 75 Private means  Herefordshire Leintwardine 
Annie E Protheroe Dau Wid 51 do   Merioneth Pennal 
L Herbert Morris Son S 49 do   Merioneth Pennal 
Emily L Wooding Dau M 46 do   Machynlleth 
M Louisa Morris Dau S 44 do   Machynlleth 
 
1919 Tithe return for Bryndinas, Dyffryngwyn, Alltlwyd and Tyddyn y briddoll71. H Evans at Bryndinas 
pays £5.10.4. The 3 owners are shown as M L Morris (Mary Louisa) Norton House, Machynlleth, Mrs 
Wooding and Herbert Morris, Esq. 
 
1920 Letter from Hugh Evans, Bryndinas, Towyn to Miss Morris re: Repairs to roof72. This letter is 
superficially about repairing the slates and ridge tiles and the problem with getting someone to do it 
and to find cement, but the main purpose appears to be about the notice to quit he has received 
and the problems with his crops (‘no oats, potatoes or roots of any kind’). Letter reproduced at 
Appendix D. 
 
1923 Hugh Evans & son Hugh Evans tenants of Bryn Dinas73.  
 
1935 – 1949 Tenants: E Evans to 1940, then Hugh Evans. Owners: Mrs Morris and Mrs Wooding, 
Norton House, Machynlleth 74. Mrs Morris is Ann Harriet Morris and Mrs Wooding, Emily Lucy 
Wooding neé Morris 
 
1937 June 12 - Anne Harriet Morris dies at Leamington, Warwickshire (but still a resident of 
Machynlleth). At her death at 101 years of age, she was described as the oldest resident of 
Montgomeryshire75 At present the obituary cannot be found. 
 
1937 Hugh Evans (elder) dies. 
 
1937 It is not known at present whether Bryndinas was sold or inherited. 
 
1940 – 1955 Hugh Evans was a Treasurer for the Maethlon Chapel76. 
 
1960s Family Challoner sold property to Birnie then Jones (Current family owners). 
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71 Powys Archives M/D/HPA/4/95/72 
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73 As footnote 50 
74 MRO - Land Tax Dauddyffryn (1935-1939) ZQS/QR/L/81 
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Many thanks to Megan Huggins who is related to the Vaughans of Bryndinas for her help with the 
family tree and to I.P. Brooks PhD, BA, MCIfA, FSA, Engineering Archaeological Services Ltd, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog, for the extra sources given to the researchers. 
 
 
 
Jenny Carpenter and John Townsend 
Merioneth Branch of Discovering Old Welsh House Group 
28.01.2016 
 
 
FOOTNOTES: 
 
1. A group of DOWHG Merioneth Branch members are just starting research into Cwm Maethlon 
and its houses/owners/tenants – see Appendix B. It is clear that Bryndinas, Allt-lwyd, Tyddyn-y-
briddell and Dyffryn-gwyn were all owned by Lewis Morris in 1856. Dyffryn Gwyn and Allt Lwyd were 
owned by Griffith Evans and Bryndinas by Messrs Griffith, Evan and John Evans in the 1842 Tithe 
Schedule. It would appear that Griffith (Owen (Pugh/Hugh) owned Bryndinas and Tuthen-y-Brinddell 
in 1754 and Rice ap Ieuan Thomas owned Bryndinas and Allt Lwyd in 1693. So there is a strong 
possibility that the four farms were in the same family ownership over many years. The group will 
attempt to confirm or refute this assumption.  
 
2. Only a limited amount of research has been undertaken on the Morris family, but sufficient for 
this house history. There are a number of documents at Powys Archives which have not been 
examined – see Appendix E. At the time of writing Powys Archives are being upgraded and are only 
open every other Friday. In addition they are located in Llandrindod Wells, a considerable distance 
from where the researchers live. 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX A 
 
 
NA – National Archives Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU 
 
NLW – National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion, SY23 3BU 
 
RCAHMW - The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, Plas Crug, 
Aberystwyth, SY23 1NJ 
 
MRO – Meirionnydd Record Office, Bala Rd, Dolgellau LL40 2YF 
 
Powys Archives - Powys County Hall, Spa Road East, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 5LG 
 
MHRS Journal – The Journal of the Merioneth History and Record Society (deposited at MRO) 
 
MI – Monumental Inscriptions (deposited at MRO) 
 
The Census details are taken from Ancestry.co.uk and Wills from NLW and NA 
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APPENDIX C 
 

BLANCHE 
 

 
 

BLANCHE, a schooner, was built in 1840 by John Lewis, Aberdyfi (probably at 

Penhelig). She was 49 tons, 47’long x 16’beam x 9’ depth of hold. Named after one 

of the original owners, Blanche Thruston of Talgarth, Pennal. Two other owners (or 

‘part owners’ of the 64‘shares’ into which vessels were divided) were J P Ellis of 

Machynileth and Rowland Evans, timber merchant of Dinas Mawddwy (later of Morben 

Isaf, nr.Derwenlas). These were the original owners as they are recorded in the 

Aberystwyth Shipping Register (as required by the law at that time) of 1840—53 at 

the Ceredigion Record Office, Aberystwyth. Evidence of subsequent share trading is 

not so easily found! 

 

John Lewis was building from 1838, completing seven vessels to 1849 including 

BLANCHE (Brief Glory p.296). John Lewis is recorded as ‘carpenter’ in 1846 Aberdyfi 

Rate Book - shipbuilders were essentially carpenters of course. Location of his 

yard is not certain but likely to be that recorded as being at Penhelig ‘by Tafarn 

fach’ under the name of Roger/R Lewis (Brief Glory plate 29, and Lewis Lloyd, vol 

I, p.73, and ‘The Old Schooners’ Mer.Hist.1976 p.425) - probably the same family.  

 

I’ve come across one reference to a BLANCHE voyage — an entry in the Aberystwyth 

Harbour Book 1842-3 - ‘BLANCHE general cargo 100 tons, from London, Master: Owens’. 

 

I wonder if William Vaughan of Cwrt was related to the Thrustons of Talgarth nearby 

and inherited some shares, or simply was able to buy some on what would have been a 

very limited ‘open market’? 

 

SOURCES: 

 BRIEF GLORY (1948), D W Morgan, Brython Press, Liverpool 

 Montgomeryshire Collections, vol.88 (2000), ‘Shipbuilding & Ship owning in 

Montgomeryshire’, David Jenkins. 

 A REAL LITTLE SEAPORT (1996), Lewis Lloyd, vols I & II 

 Merioneth Historical & Record Society Journal (1976) - ‘The Old Schooners’, 

Buddug Anwylini Pughe 
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APPENDIX E 
 

Powys Archives: 
 
 
Record 

   MDHPA - Humphreys and Parsons Records  
o 4 - Clients and legal papers of Messrs. Howell, Evans, Gillart, H.M. Roberts, C.L. Jones-Evans, Humphreys & others  

Reference No / Rhif Cyfeirnod M/D/HPA/4/95 

Title / Teitl Morris Family of Norton House, Machynlleth 

 

 

http://calmview.powys.gov.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=MDHPA
http://calmview.powys.gov.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=MDHPA%2f4
http://calmview.powys.gov.uk/CalmView/TreeBrowse.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&field=RefNo&key=MDHPA%2f4%2f95

