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Archaeological survey of Aberconwy House, Conwy, Carnarvonshire
(SMR No 42,900) including No 1 High Street, Conway (SMR No 42,901)

1.1

1.2

Introduction

Survey objective and background

This report describes the results of the Archaeological Survey of the National Trust's
property known as Aberconwy House (7y Aberconwy), a prominently sited storied
medieval merchant's house located at the corner of High Street and Castle Street at the
heart of the old walled town of Conwy in north Wales (NGR: SH 78197762). The survey
also deals with an adjacent house, No 1 High Street, likewise in the ownership of the
National Trust and which is currently leased for retail use.

Aberconwy House is the oldest surviving domestic building in Conwy and is of high
archzological and historical importance both intrinsically and for its context within, and
comment upon the development of, the planted town. The Archaeological Survey
Report, which is based upon the compilation of a computor database known as the Sites
and Monuments Record (SMR) , aims to do three things:

a) Sketch an outline history and architectural description of the property
b) Offer an interpretation of the development of the buildings
C) Recommend priorities for conservation and further research

The purpose of the Report is to provide a basis upon which an integrated and sustained
approach to the management of the historic property can be framed. The information
provided should be used in conjunction with quinquennial and visitor surveys,
conservation, security, electrical and other reports to enhance the quality of its care.
Copies of the report are held centrally by the Archaeology Section at the Estates
Advisor's Office at Cirencester, which also curates the Trust's SMR. It should be used as
the primary source for the conservation of historic components of the fabric both above
and below ground, and in the preparation of the property Management Plan.

Sites & Monuments Record (SMR)

The National Trust Sites and Monuments Record was originally devised by Philip Claris
(Archaeological Advisor) and Bill Anderson (Masterlink Ltd) and introduced in 1994/5. Based
upon a relational database called Advanced Revelation it was used in conjunction with
Wordperfect 5.1 and Wordperfect 6.0 for Windows. It is designed to contain complete and up-
to-date records of archaeological features on land owned by, or covenanted to, the National
Trust. The system extends into curation and management the remit of the SMRs held by local
authorities as part of their planning control functions . Regional SMRs, known as “satellites' are
linked to the national SMR held at Cirencester with data exchangeable by floppy disc or after
1997, by E-mail. Each NT region is allocated a block of numbers, known as a "data subset'
(North Wales is 40,000 to 40,999) and each of the Region's archaeological items (be they
monuments, sites, finds of artifacts, polite or vernacular buildings) are allocated an SMR number
within that subset. The SMR is the contents inventory for the historic countryside. An outline
of the information contained in the SMR is as follows:

Each site is divided into four parts: the first is the Sitc Management Record which provides brief
details on the feature's location, statutory protection, and management regime. It also offers



1.3

1.4

recommendations of interest to the Property Manager or Managing Agent. The Site Description
Record is then compiled, defining one or more sites relating to the Management Record. This
record provides a more detailed description of the site, map and grid references, a site index
indicating the general period, and details of surveys, excavations, etc. Further site description
records can be added at a later stage, eg following new discoveries, additional survey work or
other investigations. Site Monitoring Records are then compiled, providing information on the
current condition of the site and the factors affecting its preservation. The final level provides
an archive of Sources and Photographs relating to the site description. Individual source records
are created for each published or unpublished item and once created can be linked to any number
of site records, together with reference details for the site in question. Individual photograph
records are created in a similar way.

Survey brief

The survey was conducted in late May 1996 to a brief agreed on 8 March 1996 with the
Assistant Historic Buildings Representative. While a drawn survey did exist this was
considered an inadequate base of interpretation or for specification of conservation works
to the building.

The elements for the archaeological survey were therefore defined as:

1) Hand-drawn survey at 1:50 scale for all plans and elevations plus sections at the lines of the
main trusses. The main street clevation to be recorded at a scale of 1:20, which would allow for
a much greater level of detail, sufficient to depict individual stones, as found.

2) Against a notation on the survey drawings, a descriptive survey of the building broadly along
the lines of the format adopted by the best of the NT's Vernacular Building surveys.

3) Interpretation survey, very much linked to the above, text based, but with drawings, such as
window details, as appropriate.

The survey was initially as a *desk-top' exercise, drawing on the available published and
unpublished records such as records from both RCAHM (Wales) and CADW, the County
SMR, the 1991 Quinquennial and various other small articles, some listed in App. II.

Recognising the limitations of the existing records, detailed resurvey, based on a new set
of plans and elevations, was seen as essential to a fuller understanding and improved
conservation of the buildings. While the new survey considerably augments the existing,
difficulties of access in a building with a crowded working use as a shop and historic site
open to the public, did however limit the observational record at the level of fine detail.
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Urban Landscape History

Conwy is one of the finest monuments of Edward I’s impact upon Wales. Tt has, on the
one hand, a castle with eight great towers and, on the other, a town wall with three
double-towered gateways and 21 of its original 22 flanking towers still standing to their
full height. The whole ensemble had been built 700 years ago in a single operation in a
mere half dozen years and scarcely altered since.

Aberconwy House is a fine example of a late medieval merchant's house, a type of town
house characterised by its stone construction incorporating a warehouse or shop below
one or more storeys of living accommodation. In order to understand Aberconwy House
in more detail, it is essential to view it within the context of the development of urban
housing throughout the Middle Ages, as well as its part in the growth of Conwy from the
time of Edward I in the 13th century.

The small town of Conwy takes its name from the river and estuary, which runs into the
Irish Sea about two miles north of the town, and which for many years formed a natural
barrier against Saxon and Norman invaders from the east. The name Conwy is thought
to have derived from two Welsh words, cyn, "chief", and wy, "river"; or "chief river". Of
the earlier history of the place, little is known prior to the year 1185, when Llewellyn ap
Torwerth, Prince of Wales, founded a Cistercian monastery on the site, which he endowed
with numerous valuable and important privileges. The monastery flourished until the
reign of Henry III, who, whilst repairing the fortifications of Deganwy on the opposite
side of the river, sent a small army of 300 Welshmen from the Marches to relieve an
English ship which had become stranded on the sands on its return from Ireland. During
the operation, the monastery was attacked and partly burnt; the assailants, loaded with
plunder, were slaughtered by Welshmen from the hills, infuriated by this violation of such
a sacred place.

In 1277, Edward I advanced his army through the level parts of North Wales to Conwy,
where he forced a humiliating peace treaty upon Llewellyn ab Grufydd, Prince of North
Wales. Following Edward's conquest of Wales in 1283, he set about the construction of
the castle near the site of the earlier Cistercian monastery, the inmates of which were
removed to an abbey he had founded at Maenan on the Denbighshire side of the Conwy,
but still in Carnarvonshire. He reputedly moved them again to the abbey at Vale Royal
in Cheshire, although there is no certainty of this. It was on this site that Edward built his
castle overlooking the Conwy, establishing a secure English foothold within North
Wales, at a far more strategically placed location than that of the earlier castle at
Deganwy. The castle, with its eight circular embattled towers, and well sited town walls,
took only four years to build. English settlers were invited to colonise the town, and as
inducements were offered trade and tax concessions and plots of land within the town and
outside the walls. The newcomers built houses in the individual “burgages' allotted to
them, and it is probable that most fronted onto one of two streets, High Street or Castle
Street. Each burgage was of a size to permit garden and orchard space around the new
house; the actual size of those in Conwy is unknown, but in Oxford, for example, plots
in the main streets were 6-9m wide and some times 60-90m long. In the planned town of
Ludlow the plots were of similar length and went back to service lanes midway between
the main streets. In King's Lynn, however, widths of a mere 4m are known. In Conwy in
the year 1295 99 burgesses held between them 112 burgages.

The site on which Aberconwy House stands has some importance since not only was it
at the junction of the two principal streets, it was also close to the gate to the quay though

3



which the bulk of trade passed through for many centuries. Dominated by the castle,
Conwy soon became a successful trading town, dealing in trade from Chester and Ireland
which found its way along the towns of the coast and down the Conwy River to the
interior of North Wales. During the reign of Edward III records show trade with Dublin,
Chester, Caernarvon, and Beaumaris, and in subsequent reigns it was one of the ports for
the passage of trade and troops to and from Ireland. Ships also traded with France, most
notably Gascony; John Trembaud, a burgess of Conwy, was also Mayor of Bordeaux.

Unlike the more prominent houses within a medieval town, for example, bishop's palaces
or the residences of cathedral dignitaries, very little is known of the builders, owners, and
occupiers of merchants' houses. The names of the individuals who built them are mostly
unknown, their family histories lost or never recorded. They were, however, some of the
most substantial buildings built within a medieval town, many of which have survived
to the present day. Merchants' houses are generally recognised as having originated in the
mid-12th century, often as not well built stone buildings with accommodation on the first
floor above a vaulted basement. The tradition of well appointed merchants' houses
continued well into the seventeenth century.

Amongst the earliest surviving merchants' houses are those associated with the small
Jewish community that flourished in England between the 12th and 13th centuries.
Favoured by the early Norman kings, Jews were able to profit from money lending and
banking, professions barred to Christians on religious grounds. Their wealth was
channelled into the construction of substantial stone built structures, the most well known
being in Lincoln, where three houses have been associated with them. The best known
is Jew's House, 15 The Straight, dated ¢.1170-80 from stylistic evidence. Documentary
sources agree that here lived the Jewess Belaset of Wallingford, who was hanged in 1290
for clipping the king's coin, but its earlier owners are not known. Another early example
is that associated with Aaron, whose house, together with that in The Straight, marks an
important step in the evolution of houses in that they are both double piles - more or less
square in plan and two rooms deep. Other double-pile houses of stone have been
identified in Southampton and Stamford. The wealth and importance of such Jews as
Aaron of Lincoln and Jurnet of Norwich make it tempting to accept a Jewish origin for
these houses but it cannot be proved in a single case and is probable only for Jurnet's
House in Norwich.

Following the persecution of the Jews under Henry II and their eventual expulsion in
1290, merchant and craft guilds became increasingly active, and the guild houses were
introduced. The increased wealth of the guilds meant solid private houses could be
afforded by their members. The status of a house with its first-floor rooms marked by a
decorative treatment went along with the convenience of having space at street level for
a shop, workhouse or warehouse. These were often vaulted, had access straight from the
street, and were used separately from the house above. The 12th and 13th centuries saw
the beginning of an insular tradition, with halls on the ground floor. On the continent the
lowest storey at ground level, often with an arcade open to the street, continued to be used
for making and selling goods; living accommodation on the first floor was augmented by
adding one or more floors above the ground floor. In late medieval towns in Britain the
first-floor hall became rare as houses increased in height. The town house, however,
continued to incorporate a hall open to the roof even when parts of it might have two or
three storeys.

In the 14th century most houses in towns throughout Britain were still timber framed; but
perhaps even more widely than in the last century, cellars and party walls (at least up to
first floor level) were built of stone. The more substantial town houses were usually of
three storeys, consisting of an open hall with two sets of storeyed chambers attached to
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it. The hall could be aligned to the street, with the chambers behind it, or one storeyed
section could face the street and the other lie at the rear end of the hall. In general, larger
houses were parallel to the street, and smaller ones at right angles to it; the proportion of
the latter tended to increase as the towns became more crowded and plots were divided
and sub-divided.

A well preserved example of a medieval town house is the Merchant's House, 58 French
Street, Southampton, which was restored by English Heritage in the 1980s. Thought to
have been built by the merchant John Fortin, stylistic evidence from the windows, as well
as from dendrochronology dates, suggests a date of ¢c.1290, with alterations, mostly to the
rear, after 1338. The side walls are of rubble limestone construction while the lower part
of the north wall, the cellar walls and vault, are built of stronger coursed and squared
stone. The front of the building is entirely timber framed, and which was shown to be an
integral part of the building and not an addition. In plan, the house consists of a central
hall open to the roof with a two-storeyed block at either end, a shop and a bed-chamber
above towards the street, and an inner chamber (possibly a counting house) and
subsidiary bedroom above towards the rear. The chambers to the front and rear of the
upper storey would have been linked across the hall by a gallery. A fine vaulted
undercroft runs the length of the house. Evidence of a garderobe turret was found during
excavations at the rear of the building.

In the 15th century further urban growth saw about the gradual increase in the height of
town houses. A London contact of 1410 gives an idea of a modest house in the capital at
that date: a shop on the ground floor; hall, larder and kitchen on the first floor; principal
chamber, retiring room and privy on the second floor. A Bristol contract of 1472 was
similar. Butcher's Row in Shrewsbury also had halls and living accommodation upstairs.
At the end of the century, however, a Canterbury block of four houses specified shop,
store, hall and kitchen on the ground floor, and a chamber reached by a stair from the hall
on the upper floor. Open halls had become less common in small towns by the turn of the
16th century.

Aberconwy House, despite being a building of the early 15th century, was built in a small
town not constrained by the usual pressures of a high population. Located at the junction
of the two major streets in the town, High Street and Castle Street, Aberconwy House has
much in common with other well known merchant’s houses in England and Wales. As
with the 14th century town house in Southampton it has substantial stone walls
supporting three storeys, including a timber-framed jettied hall and chambers. It also
bears many similarities with the 15th century house in Tenby, Dyffed (also National
Trust), which is characteristic of the vernacular building tradition of south-west Wales.

Jetties were a most common feature of timber-framing in towns; a jetty consists of an
upper wall projecting or jutting beyond the wall below, forming an overhang. The wall
of each storey is constructed as a separate frame, the upper one being supported on the
ends of the floor joists which rest on, and project beyond, the wall frame of the storey
below. In the simplest case the ends of the floor joists are exposed to view between the
two storeys, the lowest beam of the upper frame simply resting on top of them. In more
sophisticated examples the same beam is morticed on to the front of the joists, thereby
concealing them, and is usually moulded. In all examples the main posts and beams are
moulded together.

Jetties were undoubtably an architectural symbol of wealth and status. A man who could
afford only one jetty on his house would want it to face the main thoroughfare, but a more
wealthy patron could sometimes afford a jetty facing a side alley or courtyard as well. The
wealth of the builder of Aberconwy House is displayed by having a jetty on the corner
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of two major streets. A jetty on the gable end as well as on the side wall would have to
be supported on both sides by joists running outwards beneath the jetty. For this reason,
when two jetties join at right angle a diagonal beam known as a dragon beam was
introduced into the floor structure and corner post below took the form of a dragon post
with a head enlarged outwards in both directions and was often used as an opportunity
for a great display of carved decoration, although the one at Conwy is plain. Jetties also
greatly increased the area of the room it supported. A 60cm projection could increase the
floor area by twenty percent.

The timber-framing of the upper storey of Aberconwy House is of a type more typically
found in the south and east of England; the pattern of having a window placed between
two tension braces is known as Kentish framing because of its common occurance in that
county. When the plaster was stripped from the timber-framing in the 1970s the discovery
of such a timber-frame suggested that not only was the building probably earlier than
previously thought, ie even 14th century, but it had been built possibly by a merchant
from England soon after the foundation of the town in 1284. It is known that Edward I
recruited masons and carpenters from all over the kingdom for the building of the castle
and walls, and that some may have stayed on to colonise the town following its
completion, and so bringing with them building traditions from the low-lying south-east
of England. However, so-called Kentish framing and its variants is of a type often seen
on the upper storeys of town buildings in almost all parts of England dating from the 13th
to the 16th century. The builder of this house may have been English (which is extremely
likely considering the fact that no Welshman was allowed to own property in Conwy until
the 16th century), but he was certainly not a settler attracted there by Edward’s building
projects or incentives to colonize. As the dendrochronological evidence bears out,
Aberconwy House dates to the early 15th century, which would strongly suggest that the
builder was a wealthy English merchant.

The Tudor kings, who were of Welsh descent, brought about a situation in which, for the
first time, Welsh people could obtain positions of importance in England. The great
families of this area were not slow to take advantage of this change, and their quick rise
to prosperity and wealth during the 16th century brought about some fine examples of
Tudor and Elizabethan architecture to the region. Most notable of these was Plas Mawr,
built in Conwy by Robert Wynne in the reign of Elizabeth I, ¢.1570-80. It bears the
typical 16th century love of ornament and display with its fine plaster ceilings and
imposing crow-step gables. Another 16th century building is the house built by a one-
time vicar of Conwy in 1589. Now badly neglected, some of its earlier glory is preserved
in its date stone above the front door and its three half-storey gables.

A map of ¢.1600 reveals the town as being dominated still by the castle, the houses laid
out along a series of roads, most notable of which being the High Street. Ringed by the
medieval towers, the two most important buildings in Conwy after the castle would
appear to be the church and Plas Mawr, with its formal gardens to the rear. Aberconwy
House itself is not clearly distinguishable, but it is clear that there was a building on the
corner of Castle Street and the High Street at that time. Behind each of the houses lined
closely together along the streets are small garden plots, probably for growing vegetables.
Behind the garden plots are areas of open fields, possibly commons for the keeping of
animals. The map shows that the town was clearly not overcrowded at this time, despite
the density of houses huddled along the sides of the main streets. There was little
development in the town during the 17th century, and in 1662 the number of houses in
Conwy was 62, little different from that in 1600.

During the Civil War Conwy became the garrison of John Williams, a native of the town,
born in a house in Castle Street in 1581, who had risen to the high rank of Archbishop
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of York. When the Parliamentary army approached York in 1642, he fled to the safety of
his home town and had it defended at his own expense. In 1645, however, Williams was
displaced by Prince Rupert, which so angered him that he changed his allegiance to
Parliament. In 1646 Conwy came under siege from General Mytton, and held out for
three months under constant bombardment until the south walls were finally scaled.
Unlike most fortifications in Britain, no order came for the demolition of the castle,
which ensured its survival to the present day, despite the removal of much of the timber
and lead to Ireland at the end of the 17th century.

It is at this time when the first document referring to Aberconwy House dated 1663
reveals the name of the then owner; “I Evan David of Conway in the Countie of
Caernarvon and district of Bangor being of perfect memory doe make this my last will
and testament in manner and form following...”. The will reveals Evan David (who is
presumably a Welshman) not to be a man of great wealth, as much of his legacy rested
on the "goodes and chattles’ brought to him by his wife on their marriage, and he leaves
only £10 "in goodes chattles’ to his daugther Elizabeth, 'if it be worthe much when all my
debts and legacies be payed’. His occupation is not recorded, but he too may have been
a merchant struggling to make ends meet following the upheavals of the Civil War and
the Great Plague.

Following the war the castle and town walls gradually fell into ruins. The town, however,
began to prosper again as an important trading port. In the 17th and 18th centuries the
produce of the hinterland came down river to Conwy where it was transhipped to more
distant destinations. Fishing also played an important part of the economy of the town,
sparling being peculiar to the Conwy, and mussels, some of which produced pearls which
were sent down to London for polishing.

For east-west travel by land the river always formed a formidable barrier until the bridges
were built. A ferry crossing had existed since as early as 1188 when Giraldus Cambrensis
referred to it, but its location then and since is not accurately known. Its dangers and
difficulties were well documented; Pennant tells of the ferry disaster “in Cromwell’s
time”, and on Christmas Day 1806 the ferry was upset and thirteen out of a total of fifteen
people were drowned. The ferry, however, remained the only means of crossing the
Conwy on the important trade route between Holyhead and London. By the end of the
18th century it had become abundantly clear that the ferry must be replaced by a bridge.
In 1807 John Rennie was commissioned to submit designs for a bridge whilst the
engineer Thomas Telford surveyed routes from Shrewsbury to Holyhead along what was
to become the AS. In 1817 Telford submitted his own designs for a bridge to cross the
Menai Straights and soon after was asked to prepare drawings for a crossing over the
Conwy. Work began on 3rd April 1822 and the bridge, measuring 327 feet in length, was
finally opened on 1st July 1826. The suspension bridge was joined by the tubular railway
bridge built by a Mr Fairbarn of Manchester on designs by Robert Stephenson in 1849.

The increased traffic though the town, firstly carriages then railways, not to mention the
growing number of sightseeing visitors, brought about a great many changes to the
buildings in the town. Until the turn of the 19th century most of the houses in the town
dated back to the Middle Ages and the Elizabethan period. Aberconwy House looked
across the High Street to the half-timbered Old Eagles Inn, and across Castle Street to
Plas Isa, the medieval home of the Holland family, now the site of the town library. An
increasing population brought about the destruction of most of the old buildings in
Conwy, to be replaced by ‘brisk, rectilinear Georgian® property, and new streets and
terraces were built within the old gardens and orchards. Few medieval buildings survived;
to the lower end of Castle Street traces of ‘The Old College’ can be seen within the
elevation of a gentleman’s outfitters. Originally thought to have been built by Lywelyn
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ap Iorwerth as part of his Cistercian monastery, it was rebuilt and restored by Edward I
in ¢.1290. A photograph of ¢.1912 shows a gable ended timber framed house, jetty to the
street front, with an elaborate paired oriel window on the first floor and a large stack to
the side. The building was mostly destroyed by its incorporation into a later building.
That Aberconwy House narrowly avoided this fate can be seen from the adjoining
Georgian terrace shop in the High Street (No. 1, High Street - also a property of the
National Trust). The north gable was clearly intended to form the party wall to a new
corner building, and brick fireplaces and projecting stones in the front wall were placed
in readiness for further extension. Aberconwy house in turn became a coffee house, a
Temperance Hotel, which extended into Nos. 1 and 2 High Street, a museum and an
antique shop. Aberconwy House was given to the National Trust in 1934 by Mr
Alexander Campbell Blair when it was in danger of being sold and taken piecemeal to
the United States.

Monument conservation context

While appreciation of the historic importance of Conwy goes back many years, effective
conservation is a relatively recent phenomenon. When Arnold Taylor who, as Inspector
for the Ancient Monuments Branch of the old Office of Works, began to take an interest
in 1948, problems of vandalism and inappropriate building were rife'. An assortment of
rickety sheds, scrap-yards and municipal back yards had developed suggesting failure of
the local council, as both owner and planning authority, to exercise proper control.
Conwy’s greatest planning threat emerged in 1972, when another bridge, this of dual
carriageway suspension construction, to take the ASS directly in front (to the S) of the
Castle, was proposed. In the event the impact of the proposal was accepted by the
Inspector at Enquiry and the road placed in a tube tunnel under the river. Substantive
conservation of the whole monument, comprising underpinning, grouting of voids and
consolidation, has now been completed. Today the maintenance of the Castle and much
of the town wall is under state guardianship through CADW (Welsh Historic
Monuments). The protection of the historic townscape as a whole is now recognised as
being as important as the conservation of individual monuments within the town walls
themselves.

1Taylor, A (1996), ‘Conwy Castle in the 20th century’, Current Archaeology 150, 222-5
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3.1

3.1.1

Description, Development and Use of the Buildings

Aberconwy House

Aberconwy is a house of three storeys: a basement (almost a half-cellar), ground and first
floors, standing at the junction of Castle Street and High Street, facing NE over the latter
towards Conwy's public library. The house is visually striking with a tension-braced
timber-framed upper storey jettied over a stone-built lower storey and basement.
Numerous closely-spaced curved jetty brackets support each joist and rest on corbels. The
jettied floor arrangement is particularly interesting in that the central axial beam is
supported at the stone gable end by a similar timber bracket on a stone corbel, whilst the
other end is tenoned into a principal jetty timber which sweeps down to receive the axial
beam.

The walls of the two lower floors and the entire SE gable are constructed of uncoursed
stone and rubble with roughly shaped quoins and dressings. Apart from the two stacks,
the remainder of the building above first floor level, is timber framed. The building has
an external stair from Castle Street leading direct to a door in the ground floor, three other
external doors and a variety of windows with swinging and sliding casements.

The plan of Aberconwy House is distinctively urban. A street-level basement, probably
for trading and storage, was set below a first floor hall and outer room with further
chambers above the hall in the jettied upper storey. There is no trace of smoke-
blackening in the roof and the principal rooms were apparently heated from the outset by
lateral fireplaces. However, intriguingly, the timbers of the undercroft are soot-encrusted,
possibly from an open fire or brazier.

Although we now know that Aberconwy is essentially a single phase construction, its
combination of archaic and progressive elements does give it something of a multi-period
feel. The doorway at the east end of the north elevation with its Carnarvon shouldered
head looks back to the early fourteenth century; yet its stacks and oriel - in many other
contexts - would tend to place the building into the early post-medieval period. The
nature of Aberconwy’s common joists of the basement and ground floor ceilings, being
all laid flat, are a decidedly medieval characteristic of timber framed construction. The
external timber framing on the first floor of the north elevation is also clearly medieval;
the vertical posts with their large sweeping braces are of a tradition dating from the 14th
to the 16th century. The window openings are original, as are the lintels above which
have evidence of ‘diamond’ mortices for square section timber mullions set at 45°.
Archaeological examination reveals that Aberconwy House has seen a number of changes
since it was first constructed, but these are mostly of a trivial or cosmetic nature:
improvements to heating, a change from steps to stairs and replacement of mullions with
glazed casement lights being among them.

Access to the basement floor is down a short flight of steps from the pavement level
through an arched doorway formed by two massive stone lintels. Another original, and
probably more formal, entrance can be seen at the west end of the north elevation. It is
now partly blocked and has a window inserted inits place. There are two further windows
set on either side of the external steps, both set in splayed reveals but containing modern
frames. Internally, the basement ceiling is supported by four large timber joists set at a
slightly oblique angle to the walls. The lower edge of each joist is chamfered with plain
run-out stops. The central joist is supported by a substantial reused Samson post,
probably inserted in the 17th century. Empty mortices on the underside of the central
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3.16

3.1.7

3.2

principal joist would indicate that the room was at one time subdivided. The common
joists are laid flat. In the SE corner is an original fireplace. The SW corner of the room
has been subdivided by the insertion of a modern screen to partition off the modern stair.

The groundfloor is divided into two separate rooms by a timber close stud partition with
lathe & plaster panelling resting on a floor plate. To the east is the parlour, in which there
is an inserted oriel window with seats positioned within the splayed reveal. In the south
wall is a substantial stone fireplace, either side of which is a door, the one on the west
being blocked. The room to the west is the solar, the SW corner of which has been
partitioned off to screen the modern stair. The main doorway is probably a C17 insertion.
There is a much altered window in the west elevation. The ground floor ceiling is
supported by a number of timber joists set at roughly 90 degrees to the long walls. The
common joists are laid flat. Running through almost the entire length of the ground floor
ceiling is a substantial longitudinal spine joist, the function of which is uncertain as it
does not appear to be supporting the common joists. A mortice and tenon joint can be
seen in the principal joist with large peg visible on the underside specifically cut to a
lower level to meet the spine joist. In the NW corner the first floor jetty is supported by
a dragon beam resting at a 45 degree angle.

The upper (first) floor oversails the NE and NW walls by nearly 2 feet, the jettied ends
of the floor joists being supported by wooden brackets rising from bull-nosed stone
corbels. The framing is all post and truss; the house being divided at first floor level into
three bays by simple internal collar and tie trusses without studs or braces. Externally the
framing is of large storey height panels divided by broad down-sweeping braces, though
at the NW end and gable the framing is of narrow straight studs and cross braces. The
walls that divide the bays are rendered but are probably of close stud construction with
wattle and daub panelling (some of which as been partly exposed for visitors). The
central bay differs from the other two as it has an inserted ceiling with exposed common
joists and decorative plaster over the wall plate. There is an inserted C19 grate in the NW
corner. A narrow passage way with a deeply recessed squint window in the N wall leads
to the end chamber. Recesses in the east internal elevation indicate the position of
original window openings, probably blocked in the C19 when the adjacent townhouse
was built.

No.1 High Street

This is an early 19th century building of four storeys; a basement, ground, first, and
second floors, and an attic space. Of stone rubble construction with a plaster rendering
on the front elevation. Slate roof'and brick stacks. It stands adjacent to Aberconwy House
on the east side of the High Street, one of a row of townhouses that were built as part of
the great rebuilding of Conwy following the arrival of the railway. It is an exact mirror
to its neighbour, No.2 High Street. The existence of a ‘floating’ fireplace in the south
gable and projecting stones at the corner makes it clear that this building was meant to
be extended to the site of Aberconwy House, whose demolition was only prevented by
a growing interest in the history of the town. It was probably purpose built as a shop with
accommodation on the storeys above. It later formed part of the Temperance Hotel, along
with No.2 High Street. The main entrance is via the shop on the street, with a rear
doorway leading into the yard at the rear. Between ground and first floor levels is a
modern ¢.1960s bathroom oversailing the yard and supported by concrete piers.
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3.3

3.4

The Curtilege Structures

To the rear of Aberconwy House is a 19th century range built up againt the wall of the
adjacent building consisting of an office, a kitchen space and a W.C. Brick construction
with a lean-to asbestos roof (replaced May 1996). Access to the range is via the original
door in the SE corner of the ground floor. Access to the yard at the back is through a
modern fire door. In the yard are two stores and a two-storey bothy (the upper storey of
which is not NT property). Somewhere in the southern end of the yard is a stone-lined
medieval well, discovered whilst digging for services, but whose position was not
accurately recorded.

Occupancy

Inventories, compiled for probate after a persons death are often the most useful source
of information on the way in which a house was used because effects are almost always
listed room by room in progression. One inventory which seems to be referring to
Aberconwy House is that of David Evan who was buried on the 13* March 16632 It
lists:

In the parlour next the High Street - 1 standing beadstead; 1 featherbed

with appur®, 1 pr curtains & vallence, 1 cupboard, 1 little chair, 6 joint

stools, 2 wainscot chests, with other small items of household £1 10s 0d

In the parlour in Castle Street - 1 standing bedstead. 1 trucklebed.

2 featherbeds with appur®, 1 pr curtains & vallence, 1 chest, 1 square

table, 2 carpets, 1 wainscot chair, 1 little chair, 3 joint stools £10s0d
In the parlour below the entry - 1 short table with frame, 3 old wainscot

chairs, 1 old trunk, 1 featherbed & appur®, 1 pr curtains & vallence 6s 8d
In the hall - 1 square table with frame, 2 forms, 1 old cupboard, 1 coffer 5s 0d
In the great buttery - 1 half-cupboard, 1 short table with frame, 1 old coffer..

1 wainscot chest, 2 old trunks 12s0d

In the little buttery - 1 silver salt sellor, 6 silver spoons, 2 doz pewter
dishes & platters, 6 pewter flagons in quartes, 8 candlesticks, 6 chamber

pots & 2 saws £1 13s4d
In the middle loft - 1 square table, 2 short forms, 1 old bedstead,

1 old straw chair 3s4d
L the great lofi - 2 old tables, 1 old form, 1 old field bedstead, 2 old chests,

other rotten coffers & desks 4s 0d

more in parlour - 6 pr flaxen sheets, 9 pr coarse sheets. 6 pillowcases,

6 tablecloths, 2% doz coarse napkins, % doz coarse towels, 2 old cupboard

clocks, 4 blankets £2 2s 6d
In the cellar - 6 old barrels, 1 old brewing tub, 1 trunell and other vessels 13s 4d

There are rather more rooms here than today, for example with the removal of the (inserted) floor of the
great loft to open up much of the roof. Other rooms are a little difficult to equate with what we have
today owing to subsequent alterations and to a certain overlap in the appellations ‘parlour’ and
‘chamber’. Later in the seventeenth century the house was sub-divided with the insertion of a second
stair (£10) and the doorway onto High Street (d3) and the construction of the square fireplace (25).

In the nineteenth century when the building became a ‘coffee house’ and then the Temperance Hotel,
extending into numbers one and two High Street; it was run by the Jones family. Examination of the

Dogfennau Llys Profiant Esgobaeth Bangor, National Library, Aberystwyth, ref SN 1664/12.
It can be agued from the same clues to location (corner of Castle and High streets) and from the
number of beds and vessels, that the inventory relates to the former Eagles Inn opposite (dem)
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parish register reveals the birth here of a William Jones in 1825. The 1861 census records William Jones
as the Temperance Hotel keeper and so he remained until his death in about 1878 when his widow Jane
Anne Jones, takes over. Jane Anne is listed as a confectioner in a trade directory of 1886, her outlet
being 2 High Street. At this time it seems the ground floor (now the NT shop) was used as a bakery. The
hotel continued into the early part of the twentieth century as the Aberconwy Temperance and
Commercial with ten rooms, but by 1910 a Mr Meacher had moved into 1 High Street and was using it
for the dealing of antiques, remaining there until 1925 when the business was taken over by a Mr
Raymond Tyler who specialised in old welsh furniture. No 1 High Street continued in use as an antiques
shop after the National Trust’s acquisition in 1934, but was run by Mr Leslie Dean while the Conwy
Corporation ran the Aberconwy House as a museum.

REFRESHIENTS SERVED IN THE ANGIENT COFFEE Rooti
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4. Doorways, windows & features
(Numbers in this schedule relate to both properties by floor level)

4.1 Schedule of doorways

Basement
dl

dz

d3

d4

d5

dé

d7

d8

d9

Ground Floor

d10

dll
di2

d13

dl4

d15

dlé6

d17

Pair of vertical timber board dark stained pitched pine doors with arched head, each
measuring 1.87m x 0.57m. Top glazed pane with horizontal g-bar. Probably mid C19.
Cast iron number (2) on the lh door. Norfolk latch and modern Yale locks. Modern
square security bars to lights. Doorway stone reveal and two piece oak lintel forming
semi-circular arch.

Door lost, now occupied by w3. Original medieval doorway, 1.45m wide. Rebated and
chamfered stone reveal. Straight lintel supported by Carnarvon shouldered heads. Stone
relieving arch over.

Mid-late C20 machined timber narrow vertical boarded, ledged and braced door (1.84m
x 0.88m) with light (w8) over. An old lintel at a high level above the door suggests the
position of an original door (to early internal stair), but the existing doorway is clearly
an insertion, possibly early C19.

Late C20 plain flush oak door (1.94m x 0.73m) with brushed aluminium lock and handle
and automatic closer. Full length mirror on N side.

Pair of modem flush painted plywood doors, each 0.81m x 0.38m, to cupboard beneath
stairs.

Modern (1993) oak vertical board and brace door (1.62m by 0.66m) with japanned iron
Norfolk latch. Hung on modern machine made mild steel straps hinges and pintles fixed
with cross head screws.

Late C20 flush painted plywood door (1.83m x 0.78m) used as a fire escape via No 1
High Street.

Doorway dividing stairwell from cellar passage to No.1 High Street, mid-C19. Door &
frame are missing.

Blocked original doorway (site of) from street to cellar beneath mid C19 shop. Brick
blocked, probably in late C19. Steps (f6) to door still visible internally.

Vertical oak plank and ledged (1.70m x 0.84m), probably late C17. Pintle hung wrought
iron strap hinges with ladle ends. Iron stock lock in wood casing with decorative
strapping. Simple Norfolk latch with twisted handle. Simple two-light mullion in
chamfered oak over door. Doorway introduced (with loss of corbel and timber jetty
bracing) possibly in the late C17 when the stone steps (f1) were added. Heavily pegged
oak frame with single bead moulding to arris. Cast iron lion’s head knocker, C19.
Modern % glazed shop door to No.1 High Street.

Modern painted vertical pine board (to stair f4), (1.97m x 0.73m). Plain hinge and
Norfolk latch.

Modern (1993) vertical 4-plank and ledge door (1.62m x 0.82m), plain modemn strap
hinges, pintle hung, Norfolk latch. Modern hand made nails used in construction, but
hinges applied using counter-scale screws. Heavy oak frame doorway, lintel and jambs
chamfered to E side. Old pintles or screws show that door was originally swung to the
W, not the E as now.

Original doorway to well yard, probably blocked in the late C17 following alterations.
Now an alcove between the range and the partitioning wall. The frame appears to
survive (1.70m x 0.90m). Stone drip mould over survives.

Vertical pine plank and ledged door (1.61m x 0.77m), mid C19. Dark old stained,
possibly originally vamished. Machine strap hinges with square head bolts. Modern
Yale lock. Brick jamb to Ih side, concrete scree to edge of door.

Mid-late C20 flush hard wood door (1.95m x 0.67m), brushed aluminium handle and
lock.

As dl16.
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dig

d19

d20
d21

d22
d23

First Floor
d24

d25

d26

d27
d28
d29
d30
d3l
d32

Mid-late C20 vertical board pine plank, ledged and braced door (1.91m x 0.75m) with
fire escape mechanism.

Mid-late C20 vertical narrow pine board, ledged (1.71m x 0.71m). Plain machine strap
hinges with cross-head screws. Draw bolt and padlock. Repainted 1996 in green gloss
pamt.

Door to store shed missing. Early C19 heavy-timber frame.

Mid C19 wide vertical plank and ledged door with simple Norfolk latch (1.72m x
0.77m). Evidence of redundant key holes shows that it would have originally been hung
the other side.

Mid C20 5 glazed door with 3 vertical field panels. Modern lever handle and lock.
Modern flush painted plywood door to cellar steps.

As d13. The new door measures 1.70m x 0.75m, whilst the original opening is only
1.69m x 0.72m.

As d13 (1.76m x 0.76m). The doorway is introduced; the evidence of an empty mortice
in the hanging style shows it to have formerly been framed across.

As d13 (1.79m x 0.88m). The modern door has been hung on the S jamb swinging E.
Evidence suggests that it would have originally hung on the N jamb, swinging W.
Reused wrought iron hinges with spoon ends on new pintles.

As d13 (1.69m x 0.90m).

Not surveyed.

Not surveyed.

Not surveyed.

Modem airing cupboard door.

Modem door with full height glazed panel (with sailing dingy motif).

4.2 Schedule of windows

Basement
wl

w2

w3
wé

Ground floor
w3

wb

w7

w8

w9

wl0

Two light mullion, late C20 century frame, with iron stays and swan neck catches. Each
light is sub-divided with lead cames to 18 rectangular panes. Qak surround & lintel.

As w1, but with stone lintel to opening.

As w1, in position of d1.

Cellar light with internally splayed reveal. Blocked up and provided with a mid C20
single light (measuring 0.74m x 0.54m) with patterned glass and centre vent.

Five light oriel window in oak, two with side-hung casements, simple chamfered
untransomed mullions. Replacement frame of ¢.1970. Notches in surviving old plate
over window suggests an extra mullion, ie; six rather than five lights. Internally splayed
reveal with window seats (measuring 1.48m x 1.21m). Evidence of lost jetty braces
(empty mortices) indicate that the oriel is a C17 insertion supported on three stone
corbels.

Interesting early C19 sash of two unequal size lights. Beaded timber frame within a
deeply splayed reveal. Double vertical sliding. One light is of 12 panes, the other of 8.
Crown glass survives in about half the panes (107mm wide by 108mm high).

Three light oak framed mullion (measuring 1.25m by 1.19m), probably early 20th
century. The opening was originally taller and has been raised to provide a window seat
in the internal splayed reveal. No evidence of the removal of the jetty braces so the lintel
height is presumably unchanged, although the present lintel is rather unconvincingly
slender.

Modern single light window above inserted c.1970 doorway, sub-divided into 21 panes
with 2mm float glass.

Shop window front with modern plate glass. The moulded side architrave piers from a
late C19 front survive. Presently (1996) with display of dried flowers.

Double hung sliding sash with undivided panels. No horns on the sash. Brass catch. Late
Cl19.
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wll
wl2

wl3

wl4
wl5

First Floor
wlé

wl7
wl8
wl9
w20
w21
w22
w23
w24

w25
w26

w27

w28

w29
w34

Second Floor
w30
w31l
w32

Roof
w33

Single paned squint in a deep splayed reveal, as w28.

Top hung glazed light in plain painted softwood, mid C20, to extension. Reinforced
frosted glass (0.50m high x 0.60m wide).

Aswl2.

Plain painted softwood window divided into 3 panes, mid C20.

Opening to stone bothy. Splayed reveals but frame presently obscured.

Two-light chamfered oak mullion with lead came panes, mid-late C20, in original
opening (0.97m x 0.99m). Side hung casement with iron stays and swan-neck fasteners.
Evidence for original mullion light seen in soffit of wall piece where diamond mortices
are present.

Two-light horizontal sliding sash with diamond lead cames, probably early C19. The
glazing is C20, plain but with 5 quarries of pale green. Small shelf on shaped feet to sill.
Heavily painted, latterly in black.

Two-light mullion, cach with side hung casement, pitch pine painted black, late
C19/early C20 within casement stage. Unshaped mullion; simple chamfer to casement.
Diamond lead cames of C20, glazed as wl7.

Window lost; opening blocked by introduction of studs and braces, probably in the C19.
Two-light mullion in oak (c.1.10m x 1.10m), the frame probably late C19 or early C20
with modemn plain & green glass in diamond lead cames, as w17.

Large 1st floor projecting bay with wide front and side double hung vertical sliding
sashes. Late C19. Cyma moulded base and over sailing cap, otherwise the treatment is
plain. Only the side sashes are divided.

As w24. The opening originally for a tall sash, as w23, but has been reduced.

Tall timber double-hung sash, cach subdivided to 2 panes. Slate sill, arched brick
segmental (rendered over) head. Homns to sash. Mid/late C19.

Metal crittal-type two-light with frosted glass (to bathroom), mid C20. Top hung light.
Small opening to stone bothy (1st floor). Blocked with late C20 red brick.

Blocked window opening in E gable end wall (1.20m x 0.90m) with splayed reveal. A
little of the oak sill can be seen, otherwise arch obscured by plaster. Presumably blocked
by C19 when the adjacent building was erected.

As w26. A third (unnumbered) blocked window opening exists on this gable wall, but
at roof level, suggesting that domestic accommodation formerly extended into the roof
in this E end bay.

Squint with sharply splayed reveal giving the only light from the S. Single modern glass
pane (0.43m x 0.20m).

Squint immediately to W of w28, blocked.

Blocked window, probably originally as w28, discovered during repair work in 1992.

Double hung vertical sliding sash with undivided panes, beaded frame surround.
As w30.
As w22.

Roof light.

4.3 Features

Basement
fl

Flight of rubble stone built steps to the exterior, probably added in the late C17. The
steps have a side wall with simple stone coping. Formerly stuccoed or lime-washed, the
treatment is as the remainder of the stonework of the building, that is largely sharply
pebble-dashed.

Original stone built fireplace at an angle of 45° in the SE corner. The opening, now
0.98m wide and 0.95m high, has a thin, black painted oak lintel. Evidence of
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£4

BBIRR

f12

f13

remodelling in probably late C19 or early C20. Pair of stone corbels, carved as human
figures; to the r is a woman with a pinny, clasping her head in agony. To the | is a man
with a beard and crown supporting oak mantle shelf.

Low hearth place with brick segmental arch over, supported by iron strapping (1.33m
wide x 0.75m high). C19, but augmented in ¢.1973 when the stair was introduced.
Modem (late C20) oak stairs with shaped flat balusters and moulded handrail. Square
newel posts with squat carved caps and pendant drops. The stair position replaces that
represented by f9 between the basement and ground floor, but is probably in incorrect
position between ground and first floor.

Fireplace. Concealed behind modern board at time of survey.

Three stone steps to blocked doorway d9.

Stair leading to ground floor of No.1 High Street from storeroom beneath.

Coal shuts.

Former stair position in ground floor joists. Evidence shows 2 common Joists truncated
by a short trimmer joist set at right angles, leaving a space in the ceiling. Raked mortice
with angled peg still in sifu in trimming joist.

As 19, except here the common joists have been truncated to form a Y-shaped opening
with a small cross joist at right angles to another small joist, giving access by ladder.
Massive stone pier introduced to add support to main bearer of medieval timber ground
floor. A carved stone figure or gargoyle (?fox) has been inserted between the pier and
the joist, possibly in C19.

Timber Sampson post (280mm square). Chamfered with step-cut stops and 3 sides.
Resting on pad stone. The post interrupts the chamfer on the joists and is therefore
introduced.

Cutaway in joist for key to long case clock.

Ground Floor

f14

f15
f16
17

f18
f19
20
21
22

23

First Floor
24

25

26

27
28
29

Large original fireplace (1.57m wide x 1.30m high x 0.72m deep) with iron cooking
grate. Oak lintel over with evidence for smoke jack (empty holes). Built-in C19 brick
side rests with a small alcove on the rh side. Reused slate base. Flue from fireplace on
basement level can be seen rising at the rear, now blocked.

Built-in cupboard. C19. Moulded original door.

Fireplace to living room. Closed over.

Stairs to No.1 High Street. Newel flight with polished hard wood rail. Balustrades have
been boxed in with textured hardwood.

Steps to original d14. Stone, the lh upper is damaged.

Well (approximate site of).

Bothy fireplace.

3 cove steps leading down to C20 kitchen space.

Splayed embrasure or blocked window reveal (as w26) (0.92m high x 0.60m wide) with
oak lintel in shelf.

Stone corbel supporting oak brace (exactly as exterior jetty support) to centre joist.

Fireplace (1.20m high x 1.50m wide) with slate base, oak lintel and splayed stone back,
the lintel has been much hacked as a key for plaster, presently limewashed. Evidence for
a V-shaped smoke hood above, now lost.

Fireplace, stone with stack to front of roof, introduced probably in the late C17. Hearth
(1.04m high x 0.80m wide) with rough oak lintel over, battered stack. Modern concrete
lining.

Fireplace sharing stack with £25 (0.95m high x 0.85m widc) with C18 plaster cavetto
moulded surround. Inserted mid C19 decorated basket grate.

Fireplace in First Floor living room area (blocked).

Fireplace in First Floor kitchen area (blocked).

Fireplace in the S gable of No.1 High Street. Indicates that Aberconwy house was
probably intended for demolition and replaced by another C19 townhouse.

16



4.4 The site note-book: brief room descriptions
Room descriptions run in a clockwise direction starting with the S wall.

GROUND FLOOR/BASEMENT

S wall - large inserted brick built fireplace in LH corner. Timber mantlepiece supported by two carved figurine corbels (LH -
?hag, RH - king’s head, possibly removed from church following Reformation). Oak lintel over fireplace. Flue visible in corner
above fireplace.

Second fireplace known from visible flue in fireplace in ROOM A, presumably blocked, not visible due to shop panelling.

Principal joist supported by large stone buttress. Inserted between buttress and joist is another carved figurine, ?fox.
Second principle joist supported by smaller brick buttress, relatively modern, ?19th century.

SW corner of room obscured by modern partition to stair.

W wall - Wall plate supported by two stone corbels.

N Wall - WINDOW 1 - straight edged reveal, large partly dressed stone lintel, moulded stone jambs. Possibly original doorway
to house. A decorative rubble stone arch is visible above the window/doorway on N elevation. Now occupied by modern fixed
pane casement window.

WINDOW 2 - Splayed reveals. Modern fixed pane casement window. Stone lintel contains possible evidence for original
mullions. Timber lintel above reveal.

WINDOW 3 - Splayed reveal with timber lintel. Modern fixed pane casement window. ?Inserted timber lintel. To LH side is a
reused timber with two large empty mortices.

Door - “Gothic™ arched opening, two large partly dressed stones forming arch. Arched double batten door with cast iron strap
hinges, latch, lock, & bolt. 2 lights in both doors. Large curved oak lintel above door reveal.

Timber framing - three large principle joists with chamfered lower edges and run-out stops running N-S forming four bays.
Common joists at tight angles rest on principle joists. Centre principle joist supported by large post with chamfered edges and
run-out stops. Original footing removed. Empty mortices in underside of the principle joint indicate a partition here at some time,
probably close studding with lathe & plaster panels, as between ROOMS A & B.

Evidence survives for two potential openings in the ceiling for stairs or ladders; the first is to the SW of the central principle joist
where two common joists have been truncated by a short trimmer joist at right angles, leaving a space in the ceiling. Further
evidence for a stair is the raked mortice with angled and broken peg still visible in the trimming joist to the N and the chamfer
with run-out stops between the inserted joist and the trimming joist to the S.

The second staircase is to the NE of the central principle joist. Here two common joists have been moulded to produce a Y-
shaped opening with a small cross joist at right angles to another small joist. The opening would probably have been for a ladder
rather than a stair.

Modern concrete floor, ¢.1970s.

STAIRWELL - Modern flush door with brushed aluminium handles, s length mirror. Modern inserted Newel post stair with
moulded bannister rails and balustrades. Small cupboard with double door. Small inserted fireplace with segmental brick arch
to S wall. Wrought iron hook on E side of fireplace.

Principal joist from BASEMENT can be seen continuing until it meets S wall. Evidence for localised fire - wood charred on
lower side.

Modern (1993) battened door in S wall with steel strap hinges & cast iron (?) latch & lock. A narrow plaster rendered
passageway, cut-though in 1993, leads to the STOCKROOM.

STOCKROOM - forms part of the cellar to No.1, High Street. Dry lining to N stone wall, other walls brick with plaster
rendering. Concrete floor. Plaster ceiling. Joist at E end of stockroom supported by two brick buttresses. Light to yard in E wall.
Modern flush door in S wall leads next door.

1st/MIDDLE FLOOR

ROOM A/KITCHEN - S wall- Slightly splayed doorway opening at LH corner leading through to COFFEE/SINK AREA,
battened door, cast iron hinges, modern Yale lock. Possibly original, alterations have taken place - brick jamb to LH side,
concrete scree to edge of doorway. Timber lintel over both opening and door itself.

Fireplace - Open hearth inserted in ?16/17th century. Wide opening with oak lintel supported on stone corbels. Brick rests with
clay tile sills on either side, small alcove in RH rest. Iron grate with 4 horizontal bars. Flue from fireplace at GROUND
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FLOOR/BASEMENT level (now blocked) can be seen rising behind grate.
In RH corner is a shallow alcove with an oak lintel - blocked door way, steps leading up to it visible on S elevation.

W Wall - Timber framed partition resting on floor plate - close studding with lathe & plaster panels (one small section exposed).
Original doorway. Modern battened door with steel hinges & cast iron lateh.

N Wall - WINDOW 1 - oriel window with modern fixed 2-light casement window. Splayed reveal with seats on each side
below window. Timber sills on rests. Stone joist(?) between window seats. Oak lintel above reveal. Oak lintel above window
bears potential evidence of original square section mullion bars (4).

E Wall - Single stone corbel in middle of wall supports large wooden concave brace, as seen on N & W elevations. It itself
supports a large longitudinal spine joist that runs through the room and into ROOM B. In RH corner is a small splayed alcove
with a brick sill, timber shelf, and oak lintel. The wall sounds hollow behind, possibly a blocked window.

Floor - modern oak replacement floorboards resting on original GROUND FLOOR/BASEMENT joists.

Ceiling - wide commeon joists laid flat in medieval manner supported by braces on N & W elevations. The large beam running
at right angles does not appear to be supporting the common joists, apart from where the ceiling has sagged.

ROOM B/PARLOUR - S wall - LH corner - WINDOW 2 - small light in deep splayed reveal, timber lintel. Evidence for
second blocked window visible on S elevation.

RH corner of room obscured by inserted modern partition/stair

W wall - WINDOW 2; Modern (c.1920s) fixed light casement window in splayed reveal, seats on 2 sides with timber sills,
lintel obscured by plaster. Archaeological evidence visible on the W elevation would suggest that there was originally another
oriel window here, as in ROOM A.

N wall - WINDOW 3; Very widely splayed reveal with oak sill and oak lintel with steeply sloping chamfer over reveal. Late
18th century sash window, two lights, each with separate movement (now painted up). Crown glass panes survive in most
openings.

Battened door in RH corner - undecorated wrought iron strap hinges on pintles. Iron lock plate. Cast iron latch. Evidence of
repair work in both jambs. 2 lights over door.

E wall - close studded partition with lathe and plaster panels (as ROOM A) with plaster rendering over timbers. Original hinge
pintles visible on RH door jamb.

Timber framing - longitudinal spine joist continues from ROOM A to meet principle joist halfway across room. Mortice & tenon
Joint with large peg visible on underside of joist which was specifically cut to a lower level to meet spine joist (some sort of
Jowl?). Seme common joists rest directly on spine joist or supported by blocks, although, as with ROOM A, this does not seem
to have been its original purpose. Some evidence for blocked mortfices on underside. suggesting a partition, now removed.
Common joists laid flat in typical medieval manner. A dragon beam runs diagonally across NW corner of room with common
joists at 45 degree angles.

STAIR - Newel post stair to W end - Modern fire escape door to High Street, lead framed light above, 2mm floated glass.
Opening previously blocked, but old photos show evidence of straight joints, indicating an earlier opening here.

OFFICE - Part of 20th century range - EGWB, corrugated cat-slide roof with ridge tiles. Single window in W elevation - upper
casement light, steel reinforced glass, security bars. Modern flush door with brushed aluminium handles in N wall. Floor -
diagonally laid clay floor tiles - black and red chequerboard. Plaster ceiling.

COFFEE/SINK AREA - Part of 20th century range - EGWB, corrugated cat-slide roof with clay ridge tiles. E wall leans out
slightly. L-shape in plan with small WC off passage way to back yard. Modern push-to fire door to vard. Floor - diagonally laid
clay floor tiles - red and black chequerboard. Three concrete steps at N end lead up to battened door to ROOM A,

WC - single window in W clevation - upper casement light, reinforced glass, security bars. Modern flush door with brushed
aluminium handles. Concrete floor.

2nd/UPPER FLOOR

Three A-frame trusses creating four bays, divided into three rooms, GREAT LOFT, TEMPERANCE HOTEL ROOM,
CELLAR/VIDEO ROOM. Timber frame construction - Kentish brace framing - partly survives. Studding in GREAT LOFT
inserted in ?17th century. Modern Newel stair surrounded by bannisters.
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GREAT LOFT - S wall - ?17th century framing in re-used timbers. Arched wind-braces between principle rafter & 1st purlin.
Second purlin & ridge purlin visible.

WINDOW 1 - Gable end. Modern (c.1920s) horizontal sliding 2 light sash with diagonal leaded frames. Plain modern 2mm
glass except for 3 panes in each light which are pale green. Frame panels not wired to iron cross bars. Plain section, no mouldings
even on central mullion, which is square.

WINDOW 2 - N wall - Modern window this double side hung casement movements, probably 1920s. Iron stays may be older.

Inserted 17th century open hearth in RH corner with oak lintel & stone floor. Stack passes directly through roof.

E wall - Plaster rendered wall - probably close stud construction with wattle & daub panels (some exposed on view). Modern
(1993) battened door with reproduction Norfolk latch, pintle-hung strap hinges.

TEMPERANCE HOTEL ROOM - Two doorways, modem (1993) battened door with reproduction Norfolk latch, pintle-
hung strap hinges. Inserted timber & plaster ceiling, common joists exposed, wall plate beneath plaster rendering.

WINDOW 3 - Early 19th century horizontal sliding 2 light sash with diagonal leaded frames. Plain 2mm glass except for 3
panes in each light which are green. No mouldings.

Small 19th century cast iron basket(?) grate in 17th century hearth opening. Small side panels featuring doves. Painted plaster
roll mould surround.

PASSAGEWAY - WINDOW 5 - in S wall - single modern plain glass light in deeply splayed reveal through stonework.
Opening to loft.

CELLAR/VIDEO ROOM - open to roof - S wall - inserted fireplace with an open hearth, slate floor, roughly chamfered oak
lintel supported on stone corbels, raking stack, V-shaped hood(?).

W wall - Plaster rendercd wall, probably close stud with ?wattle & daub panels. Wattle & daub panelling to truss. Modern
(1993) battened door with reproduction Norfolk latch, pintle-hung strap hinges, hung on wrong stile.

N wall - timber framing exposed, as on exterior elevation with exception of arched brace in RH corner, visible on interior.

WINDOW 4 - Modern (1977) oak side hung 2-light casement. Reproduction turnbuckle iron catches and stays with serpent
neck termini. 4 x 2 lead frames with modern float glass to each light. Good evidence in soffit of wall plate over for original 3-
light diamond sectioned mullions.

E wall - Three small alcoves in the gable end provide evidence for blocked windows, two at room level, the third at upper attic
room level.

No. 1 HIGH STREET - GROUND FLOOR

SHOP SPACE - Single room, formerly front parlour & entry to RH side evidenced by fielded plasterwork in ceiling. Continues
now with rear space

FRONT PARLOUR - Modem 1960s shop front with plate glass panel, timber board floor, plaster ceiling, plain but with
simple centre rose.

SIDE ALLEY - Simple roll mould edged plaster field to ceiling. Modern single glass panel down. Quarry tile floor.

REAR PARLOUR - (Now part of SHOP) Timber board floor, simple 19th century two pane double hung vertical sliding sash
with splayed reveals & shutter boxes. Fire place blocked; full room height mid 19th century fielded panel built cupboard to RH
side. Ceiling plain but with fine roll cornice mould.

STAIRWAY - Newel flight with polished hardwood rail. Probable simple spindle balustrades but presently boxed in with
textured hardboard. Door to rear yard 1920s panel with top 4 glazed.

BATHROOM - Half level - 1960s extension on concrete stilts over rear yard. Block construction. Plain joinery, timber
window with top & side casements. Modern door with full height glazed panel (with sailing dingy motif).

1st FLOOR

FRONT ROOM - Large bay with front & side vertical sliding sashes. Splayed reveals. Plain ceiling with roll cornice mould
as rear parlour on GROUND FL.OOR.

REAR KITCHEN - Plain timber window with splayed reveal. Fielded panel door probably original. N wall drylined concealing
fireplace.
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Recommendations for Conservation
(A memorandum from J. Milln to James Grasby, AHBR, dated 28 Jan 1992)

The proposal to try to deal with the way this house is presented by correction of some of the -
dare I say - hastily imposed solutions of the Trust’s 1977/78 repairs is highly laudable. Thank
you for inviting comment from me.

No criticism is intended, but it is a measure of the generally much higher standard of
conservation that is now expected, that during the intervening 15 years the ubiquity of blackened
timber, cement based mortar and textured plaster with which Aberconwy abounds is now
universally regretted. I think one could do quite a lot to the fabric without spending a fortune
both to enhance its interpretation and to restore some of the spirit of it as an historic place.

It would be well worth digging out such records as you have of the period 1934-76, or earlier if
the Trust inherited anything useful from Campbell Blair. It seems to me that the 1970°s work
was carried out without any very clear overall historical objective and so much of it is shop that
this fine ancient merchant’s house becomes a sort of accessory to the Trading Department! 1
am uncertain of the thinking behind the choice of design for the 1970’s window replacements.
These seem sketchily prepared even by their 19" Century predecessors and are, of course, alien
to anything familiar to a medieval merchant as evidence both archacological and analogous
shows. It is essential to establish the nature and extent of any earlier fabric repairs and
strengthening from the paper records before further building work begins.

Here, anyway, are some observations to consider. I had only really time to look at the upper
(2*9) floor of the building going from east to west (or left to right as you look at it from Castle
Street).

Bay 1

L.i Archaeology of bay obscured by render (apparently cement based) and white paint. It is likely
that originally the stonework to this upper floor was untreated,; first receiving lime plaster or wash
when the floor was upgraded for domestic use, probably in the 17" Century.

L.ii The asbestos sheet cemented into the chimney flue seems unfortunate.

1.iii The 1977-78 window in the north wall is a 2 light oak casement inserted to a space properly
occupied by a 3 square-sectioned mullion set at 45 degrees (evidence in wall plate soffit).
Unlikely to have been glazed, there are the remains of iron pintles for external timber shutters.
The modern replacement with its rectangular leaded panes, apparently attempts to copy its
immediate predecessor, but the sections of timber and kames and the glass (float picture?) are all
uncompromisingly modern.

liv I recommend, if consent can be obtained from next door, that the archaecology of the two blocked
lights at this level in the gable end be examined. Certainly they indicate that a squatter building
than now, existed next door. These could provide important clues to the form of the windows to
the north and east elevations (to the streets).

2. The north wall window is currently a good traditional 19™ Century horizontal sliding sash and
while it remains repairable, should stay. The evidence of course is for a 4 light mullion as in bay
1.

2.ii The bay has been enclosed by the insertion of a ceiling and stud walls within the cross trusses,
and also a short transverse partition forming a passage. This is 17" Century work and very
probably contains some surviving wattle and daub (or slightly later lath and plaster) filled panels
so should be left alone.

2.iii Above the ties the filling is 1977-78 softwood and plasterboard. I cannot agree with F A
Hildred’s 1983 drawing that the space had formerly been closed with stavework. I doubt this
1977-78 compartmentation work meets fire retardation standards. Simple hangings would be
more historically appropriate.
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2.iv Roof . Removal of the 1977-78 partitioning would expose the plasterboard nailed to the
underside of the common rafters, not even disguised with artex. No doubt we would agree on the
desirability of removing this finish which, I notice, is already coming away in places. But, alas,
the 1977-78 repairs included, it seems, the renewal of the roof covering (machined slates on
sarking felt, rather than pegged hand made slates bedded in lime mortar and laid in diminishing
courses) and I suspect some of the rafters too (in softwood no doubt). Correction of the roof
material is more important to the building than any other single item. I cannot urge you to do it
too strongly.

3. The north elevation window is of modern (? 1930ish) softwood with diamond leads. Quite wrong
of course. The frame rail below it in this case has been replaced by another positioned slightly
too low.

3.ii Modern machine sawn narrow oak boards used on part of the floor instead of hewn wide boards.

4. A great deal of spurious ‘Watneys’ pub style black painted wood has invaded the wall areas,
especially to the south and west. Some of this could, conceivably, be as early as the late 18™
Century, but it is much more likely to be 20™ Century. Close archaeological survey of the
surviving wall plates, posts and tie should confirm the correct form of studs and braces. The
missing area on the north (Castle Street) elevation could be remade with complete confidence;
that to the south perhaps less so.

4.1 There seems to be little good primary supporting timber for the east gable end above the
bressummer. Most of the spread of the building is counteracted by the dovetail between tie and
wall plate and to a lesser extent by the arch brace between tie and post. There is evidence of
failure in antiquity. Is your structural engineer happy?

4 iii The east elevation window is a poor modern (again circa 1930) horizontal sliding sash. The
vertical studs between which it is set are not of correct scantling or position.

4.iv The 1977-78 varnished oak newel stair, with its flat balusters, is of approximately 17" Century
type; but far too finely finished for this building. I suspect we will have to live with it.

Generally, the timbers could do without the black pitch or paint. At Little Moreton Hall we have found
that nothing more than warm soapy water and a gentle scrub removes much of it (the dust on the external
stonework too?) Take care, however, not to remove any genuine smoke blackening from major timbers
in the upper roof area, although there should not be any unless I have missed evidence for an original
open hall.

Ty Aberconwy is a wonderful survivor and it is worth remembering that when English Heritage took on
58 French Street, Southampton (a merchant’s town house of very similar date) recently, there was very
little left of it. A prodigious amount of extremely well researched rebuilding was required but the result
is, in my view, excellent. I do think that the way in which Ty Aberconwy is conserved and presented
needs radical overhaul, and that we might do well to look to Southampton.

Dendrochronology or tree ring dating is nowadays being increasingly used at Trust properties recently,
for example, at both Speke and Little Moreton Halls, which have been subject of programmes of work
by Dr Gavin Simpson and Robert Howard from Nottingham University. In view of the fact that in the
properties handbook Ty Aberconwy is 1500, in the visitor’s handbook "14™ Century"and elsewhere circa
1300, there seems a very good case for obtaining an accurate date!

J. Milin, Archaeologist, The National Trust, 28.Jan.1992
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6.1

6.2

6.3

Tree Ring Dating

Daniel W. H. Miles, May 2001.

Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, Mill Farm, Mapledurham, Oxon, RG4 7TX
Interim Report 2001/3.

Towards the dating of the building

Estimates of the age of Aberconwy House have varied considerably. It has long been considered
a fourteenth-century site although RCAHMW advanced a cautious early sixteenth century date
in the Carnarvonshire Inventory. Several building phases have also been proposed, although
again interpretation has varied between experts. To try to reconcile these issues, the Nottingham
University Tree Ring Dating Laboratory was commissioned in 1992 by the National Trust to
undertake a dendrochronology survey of the building. However, the results of this investigation
were negative, and no date was produced. The report concluded that the timbers were too fast
grown to be dateable (Nottingham 1992).

As part of the National Trust’s on-going programme of re-interpretation and investigation of its
historic properties, the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory was asked to re-assess the
potential for dendrochronology in the light of their work on Welsh buildings over the past few
years. Michael Worthington, on behalf of the Laboratory, visited the site during July 2000 and
concluded that although the building timbers were very fast grown, they did have some potential
for tree-ring dating, but on the proviso that many more samples were taken than would normally
be required. Based on this more optimistic assessment, a thorough dendrochronology
programme was commissioned, and the building was re-visited during February 2001 for
sampling.

Apart from requiring a date for the primary phase of the building, a secondary objective for the
dendrochronology was to try to determine whether the upper floor and roof were contemporary
with the undercroft and ground floor and, if not, how much later they might be. Sampling
therefore was combined with a structural analysis of the timber framing to ensure a satisfactory
spread of samples to prove, or disprove, contemporaneity.

Summary of the tree ring dating results

Sixteen timbers were sampled at Aberconwy House, Conwy. Despite very low ring counts,
thirteen of the timbers dated and were combined to form a 193-year chronology spanning the
years 1227-1419. Although several building phases have previously been proposed for the
building, the dendrochronology has here clearly shown that the different storeys are coeval with
the closely-related felling dates ranging from winter 1417-18 to spring 1420. The dates
produced by the dendrochronology place Aberconwy House as not only the earliest securely
dated townhouse in Wales, but also the earliest identified secular domestic building in Wales.

Methodology

All samples from the standing building were of oak (Quercus spp.) taken from what appeared
to be primary first-use timbers. Of these, only those timbers which looked most suitable for
dendrochronological purposes with complete sapwood or reasonably long ring sequences were
selected, although in this case the minimum number of rings was lower than the accepted level.
The samples were numbered using the prefix ach followed by the sample number. Multiple
samples from the same timber are labelled a, b, etc. The in situ primary phase timbers were
sampled through coring, using a 16mm hollow augur. Augur holes were afterwards plugged with
dowel and stained to match the surrounding surface.
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The dry samples were sanded on a linisher using 60 to 1200 grit abrasive paper, and were
cleaned with compressed air, to allow the ring boundaries to be clearly distinguished. They were
then measured under a x10/x30 microscope using a travelling stage electronically displaying
displacement to a precision of 0.001mm, rounded to the nearest 0.01lmm. After measurement,
the ring-width series for each sample were plotted as a graph of width against year. The graphs
of each of the samples in the phase under study were then compared visually at the positions
indicated by the computer matching and, when found satisfactory and consistent, were averaged
to form a mean curve for the site or phase, This mean curve and any unmatched individual
sequences were then compared against dated reference chronologies to obtain an absolute
calendar date for each sequence.

Here this was accomplished by using a combination of both visual matching and a process of
qualified statistical comparison by computer. The samples were first matched by computer, and
then independently visually checked with graphs. When an undated sample or site sequence is
compared against a dated sequence, known as a reference chronology, an indication of how good
the match is must be determined. Although it is almost impossible to define a visual match,
computer comparisons can be accurately quantified. Whilst it may not be the best statistical
indicator, Student's t-value has been widely used amongst British dendrochronologists. The
cross-correlation algorithms most commonly used are derived from Baillie and Pilcher's Belfast
CROS programme (Baillie and Pilcher 1973), compared on an IBM compatible PC. A version
of this and other programmes were written in BASIC by D Haddon-Reece, and latterly re-written
in Microsoft Visual Basic by M R Allwright and P A Parker.

In comparing one sample or site master against other samples or chronologies, t-values over 3.5
are considered significant, although in reality it is common to find demonstrably spurious
t-values of 4 and 5 because more than one matching position is indicated. For this reason,
dendrochronologists prefer to see some t-value ranges of 5, 6, and higher, and for these to be
well replicated from different, independent chronologies with local and regional chronologies
well represented. Where two individual samples match together with a t-value of 10 or above,
this may suggest they originated from the same tree. When samples of less than 50 rings are
compared, the degree of match match is reduced.

Once a tree-ring sequence has been firmly dated in time, a felling date, or date range, is ascribed
where possible. With samples which have sapwod complete to the underside of, or including
bark, this process is relatively straight forward. Depending on the completeness of the final ring,
Le. if it has only the spring vessels or earlywood formed, or the latewood or summer growth, a
precise felling date and season can be given. If the sapwood is partially missing, or if only a
heartwood/sapwood transition boundary survives, then an estimated felling date range can be
given for each sample. The number of sapwood rings can be estimated by using a statistically
derived sapwood estimate with a given confidence limit. An accepted sapwood estimate for
British and Irish oaks is given as between 10 and 55 rings with a 95% confidence range (Hillam
et al 1987). A recent review of the geographical distribution of dated sapwood data from historic
building timbers has shown that a 95% range of 11-41 rings is more appropriate for Wales and
the border counties (Miles 1997a), which will be used throughout this report. If no sapwood or
heartwood/sapwood boundary survives, then the minimum number of sapwood rings from the
appropriate sapwood estimate is added to the last measured ring to give a terminus post quem
or felled after date.

Some caution must be used in interpreting solitary precise felling dates. Many instances have
been noted where timbers used in the same structural phase have been felled one, two, or more
years apart. Wherever possible, a group of precise felling dates should be used as a more
reliable indication of the construction period. It must be emphasised that dendrochronology can
only date when a tree has been felled, not when the timber was used to construct the structure
under study. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with green or
unseasoned timber and that construction usually took place within twelve months of felling
(Miles 1997a). The subsequent distortion in the timbers dated clearly show that the wood was
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6.4

6.5

converted whilst green.

Results

Sixteen samples were taken from throughout the building. From the ground-floor or undercroft,
four ceiling joists were sampled as were the three transverse beams. On the first floor above,
a main beam, the axial beam, two jetty joists, and two jetty brackets were sampled. On the top
floor, a principal post, a wall plate, and a principal rafter were sampled. Timbers sampled are
detailed in table 1 and located on the plans in Appendix A.

Multiple radii were taken from four of the timbers sampled. Sample ach8 from the main
transverse/jetty beam on the first floor was drilled straight through the pith with both ends of the
core having complete sapwood. Sample ach9 from the axial beam hit a large shake causing the
core to come out in two disjointed segments (9al and 9a2), so it was sampled again (9b) to
retain this time retaining complete sapwood and bridging the break between segments 9al and
9a2. Sample ach10 from the jetty joist was sampled at the rear of the building where it passed
through the pith with both ends having incomplete sapwood (10al and 10a2). In order to obtain
complete sapwood, it was sampled again at the other end where the sapwood was recovered
intact (10b). Finally, sample achl5 from the rear principal post in the top floor was sampled
twice, the first sample having only heartwood (I5a), while the second core retained the
heartwood/sapwood boundary (I5b). All of the various radii from the four timbers were
combined into single-timber means before proceeding with the next stage of the analysis.

With the sole exception of the jetty brackets with 80 151 rings respectively, all other samples
had less than 65 rings, with half of these having less than 50 rings. Despite the lower than
average ring counts, thirteen of the timbers sampled were found to match with each other as
shown in table 2. Of these, six were combined to form the sitc master A BRCONWY of 193 rings
(Table 3). This was compared with a database of reference chronologies and was found to date,
spanning the years 1227-1419 (Table 4). The remaining seven dated samples were not included
in the site master as they did not match sufficiently well to bolster the matches with the reference
chronologies. However, as can be demonstrated in table 2, they did match consistently at the
dates shown.

The homogeneity of this group of samples, whilst not exceptional, is demonstrated by the
individual matching of single samples with a depleted master made up of all dated samples, as
shown in table 2. A number of samples also dated well individually, these include achl, ach9,
achl10, achll, and ach12. As can be seen in the matrix table, samples ach9 and ach10 also
match exceptionally well with the majority of the other samples from the group.

Certain samples had extremely low ring counts, such as ach5 with 21 rings and achl 3 with 31
rings. Normally, these samples would be rejected from the outset (Nottingham 1992) but given
the wide range of other samples from the site, most with complete sapwood, it was considered
worthwhile to compare these visually with the other samples. Positive matches were found for
thee at unique positions with the other samples as well as with the depleted site master, and these
were confirmed with the r-values shown in table 2, although the level of match is decreased due
to the short length of overlap between sample and master. However, it was surprising to note
that sample achS5, despite having only 21 rings, actually significantly improved the site master
when it was included.

Conclusions
Of the sixteen timbers sampled, thirteen were found to date (Figure 1). Of these, nine retained
complete sapwood. From the undercroft ceiling, three of the transverse beams dated, two

producing precise dates of winter 1418/19, and a third with incomplete sapwood dating to 1404-
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1427. Three out of four joists from the same ceiling also dated, two giving precise dates of
winter 1417/18 and the third with a date of spring 1420.

From the first floor, the main jetty beam/joist supporting the end of the axial beam was found
to have been felled during the winter of 1418/19, as was the axial beam and two jetty joists. Two
Jetty brackets had only heartwood/sapwood boundaries so felling date ranges of 1388-1418 and
1408-1438 were produced.

From the top floor, the rear principal post dated with incomplete sapwood, giving a felling date
range of 1417-1447. Two other samples, one from the front wall plate and the other from a
principal rafter failed to date. Nevertheless, the principal post which did date was found to be
well integrated with the roof structure, and has shown that the roof is coeval with the floors
below.

The dendrochronology here has shown that the majority of the timbers have originated from an
open woodland situation on account of their relatively wide ring-widths and long straight
lengths. With the exception of the jetty brackets, the timbers were converted from
predominantly whole trees averaging between 25 and 75 years old. Given the high proportion
of the samples which have dated, it is likely that most of the trees came from the same woodland
source with little evidence of management. The jetty brackets on the other hand came from
slow-grown old trees upwards of 200 years old. These would have originated from a much
different woodland situation where the trees were growing in denser forest conditions producing
twisted trunks and branches selected specifically for the curved jetty brackets. These were sawn
into slabs from which the brackets were shaped (Figure 2).

The range of felling dates from the winter of 1417/18 through to spring 1420 suggested a degree
of stock piling rather than an extended construction period. Given that six out of nine precise
felling dates were from the winter of 1418/19, this would suggest that these trees were felled
specifically for the building of the house, and that construction was in progress during the
following eighteen months when a single joist had been felled in spring 1420, perhaps making
up a shortfall discovered at the last minute. A similar instance of a single timber being felled
one year afterward the majority was noted at Charlton Court Barn, West Sussex. Here ten
precise felling dates of winter 1404/5 were produced, but a single king post was found to have
been felled one year afterwards, in the winter of 1405/6. Here too it was suggested that the king
strut was supplied at the same time as the building was ready to be erected, towards the end of
the framing process (Miles 1994).

In conclusion, thirteen of the timbers dated and were combined to form a 193 -year chronology
spanning the years 1227-1419, despite very low ring counts. Although several building phases
have previously been proposed for the building, the dendrochronology has here clearly shown
that the different stories are coeval with closely-related felling dates ranging from winter
1417/18 to spring 1420. This strongly supports the structural interpretation of the timber frame.
The dates produced by the dendrochronology place Aberconwy House as not only the earliest
securely dated townhouse in Wales, but also the earliest identified secular domestic building in
Wales.
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Table 2: Matrix of 7 -values and overlaps for dated samples and with depleted overall site master

Sample: ach2 ach3
Last ring 1417 1418
date AD:

achl 1.98
at 1419 37

4.27
42

ach?2 3.29
37

ach3

achs
1417

aché6
1418

ach7
1403

ach8
1418

27

ach9
1418

achl0 achll achl2 achl3 achld Depleted

1418 1397 1377 1418 1406

4.86 1.80 000 376 4.26
42 21 31 30

0
473 137 000 063 4.63
37 17

achl4

site
master
5.66
42



Table 3: Ring-width data for site master curve

ABRCONWY AD 1227-1419 Aberconwy House, Conwy - mean of samples achl + ach$ + ach9 +
achl0+ achll + achl2
193 rings, starting date AD 1227

ring widths (0.01 mm)

116
143
175
177
140
178

25

42

52

61
119
134
177
245
260
208
306
292
211
330

155
123
147
150
143

44

39

47

50
199
108
203
182
268
149
291
244
361
229
388

194
119
161
138
153

30

20

50

69
160
139
171
209
186
272
278
289
392
363
196

135
131
166
161
109

31

21

53

50
130
152
146
153
155
254
300
237
352
300

150
123
155
177
100

42

18

51

53
175
125
139
176
140
259
227
293
243
240

131
92
86

185

111
34
28
55
47

134

153

181

133

232

243

246

228

277

294

134
151
112
138
171

31

35

42

43
167
128
142
207
201
285
255
291
376
276

165
155
134
125
236

32

38

37

50
109
131
142
151
197
297
258
218
393
246

153
137
190

97
133

30

36

55

52
126
157
172
257
188
269
243
324
324
280

110
169
143
100
143

26

39

67

65
116
100
133
177
244
276
303
386
369
222

umber of samples in master

n

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 2
2 2
2 2
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 4
4 4
5 4
4 4
4 3

1

H A& ®dDADADMWNNNNRRRRRR R PR

BOE D R R WNNNNRRHERBREHRER

1

AR R BB WNNNMNNRERRHEHEREHERR

AR AR R WNNNNDRE P RRHRBRHRR

1

BRI ARNNNNHERPHERRBRR

AR R AR ALV NNNRRRPRHERRHKRP

Table 4: Dating of ABRCONWY (AD 1227-1419) against reference chronologiesat AD 1419

Reference chronology

T
oo
1.

—+

NORTH (Hiliam and Groves 1994)
GIERTZ (Siebenlist-Kerner 1978)

ENGLAND (Baillie and Pilcher 1982)
PLOWDEN2 (Miles and Haddon-Reece 1993)

SALOPY5 (Miles 1995)

FORESTRI (Miles and Haddon-Reece 1995)
DETTON! (Miles and Worthington 1997)
WALES97 (Miles 1997b)

LANCASTR (Groves 1994)
HAFOTY (Hillam and Groves 1991)

OLDBRFA1 (Miles and Worthington 1998)

PLASMAWR (Miles 1997)
TYMAWRYI1 (Miles and Haddon-Reece 1996)

Component of SALOP95
Component of WALES97

28

Spanning
440-1742

1341-1636

404-1981
1330-1453

881-1745
1352-1450
1342-1575

404-1981
1154-1368
1372-1499
1347-1500
1360-1578
1346-1459

Overlap t-value
193 491
79 492
193 5.11
90 5.56
193 5.56
68 5.71
78 5.89
193 6.28
142 6.29
48 6.54
73 6.75
60 7.47
74 8.14

AR DA A WNNNRRERRERRERPEPR

B AE RSB WNNNRERRERRPRRRER



81/L1p1 1ompm [

61/81%1 J3uIm
61/81¢1 JwuIm
61/81¥1 UM
61/81%1 JWUIM
61/81¥1 13Ul
61/8141 133U

0zy1 Suuds

szl 00y siel 0S¢l szel 00€ 1 sial 021 sceLav
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 _
S|H Zryw
LYoo
s(H [0
NN #1400 ]
Zion _
1Lty s [T $%°°
T o190
610 _
QoD _
£Ion _
[‘UEL] |
€110
—_ [1oD |
% poomdps 2121duio))
S 28un. ajpp Buljjaf parpuwisiy
T poomdps pansvapy
_H_ POOMIIDIET
Aoy uonsod [estdojouoayd ul sajdures paye(q : 9Ingi1j

29



	4133_001.pdf
	4133_032.pdf

