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Introduction

No. 10 Castle Street, Beaumaris, formerly known as Ty Mawr, on the corner of Castle Street and Bull’s
Head Street (now the south end of Rating Row) comprised two important town houses with a building
history extending from the sixteenth century to the present day. Modern treatments, shop interiors,
mock Tudor decor, commercial kitchens and a labyrinth of passageways, corridors and staircases had
accumulated over a period of time to conspire to mask the residual Georgian veneer of the buildings
which in turn hid the original character of the early fabric.

The main building, House 1, with a long frontage on Castle Street, rises on two storeys and an attic,
extending 18 m. west to east and 7 m. north to south. The roof ridge rises to 10 m. House 2 stands
parallel with House 1 but of slighter dimensions. The ridge of House 2 rises to 8.2 m.

An archaeological and historical survey of the premises, a Grade II Listed Building, was made by the
author, during refurbishment of the property for Rothwell and Robertson Ltd, of the Bulls Head and the
architects, Bowen, Dann Knox. The property formerly comprised several component parts, extending
over 340 sq m of residential and commercial buildings and, in addition, an area of yard space and single
storey outbuildings.

During the building, refurbishment and removal of treatments in House 1, recording identified a
complete run of original chamfered beams and joists on each floor and a run of four collar beam trusses
in the attic space. Original late sixteenth-early seventeenth fireplaces were recorded on the ground and
first floor; stone and wooden ovolo-moulded windows were recorded in the tower and on the first floor
and in the attic. House 2 revealed large fireplace openings in each gable; chamfered and morticed beams
and tenoned joists supported the first floor and the attic floor above. The attic beams served as tie-beams
for trusses in the attic space. The principals were held near the apex by dove-tailed collars. Several
blocked openings with chamfer-stopped lintels were recorded in the walls of both houses. One blocked
opening revealed a complete un-glazed wooden window in the first floor, south wall, of House 2.
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Location

10, Castle Street, Beaumaris, Anglesey
Grid Reference: 260605 376125
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Castle Street and Bull’s Head Street in 1829

10 Castle Street in 2007




The Castle Street Frontage

The Castle Street frontage presents the predominant appearance of a late eighteenth - early nineteenth-
century town house. Thisisreinforced by the symmetrical arrangement of the windows, original hornless
sashes and narrow glazing bars in most of the openings. The classically derived porch with its Doric
style columns, entablature and pediment also lend character. The door behind the porch is modern but
the ‘gothic revival’ glazing bars of intersecting arches in the fanlight above the door have been retained.

The house at one or more times in the past has been subdivided into two tenancies. The western
bay, defined by the present gated door and the two windows above it are out of character with the
symmetrical arrangement of the remainder of the facade.

Across the eastern three-quarters of the facade, treated as a separate premises, there are three low
foreshortened openings below the eaves, one blocked. The first floor also has three openings. To the left
there is a large twelve-pane, hornless, sash window with fixed flanking margin panes of eight panes each.
The central opening carries a twelve-pane hornless sash window. The right-hand opening is occupied
by a projecting oriel. It is probable that this opening has been enlarged and that the oriel is an insertion
of the mid-nineteenth century.

At ground floor level there are two openings which flank the central doorway. Both openings have the
same proportions as the large window on the first floor and the same width as the openings left and right
of the centre. These ground floor openings had been stripped of their original glazing bars and panes in
the twentieth century, having been replaced with large plate glass shop front windows. Otherwise they
would have been an identical match to those on the first floor.

The face of the south elevation was cement rendered, painted white. The render had, at one time
been scored in imitation of ashlar but recently barely visible. The majority of the building is in local
rubble, gritstone and on the Castle Street side, quarried limestone.
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The Rating Row Frontage

A buttress on the western gable of House 1 at ground floor level projected noticeably from the main body
of the building by about 500 mm and to a height of about 1.5m. This provided support for four piers or
corbels of a series of seven which once held a twentieth-century inserted balcony or gallery at first floor
level. The balcony extended from the corner of Castle Street to overlap the south part of the gable of
House 2. A high wall, surmounted by a cornice extended between the two buildings.

There is no chimney stack visible on the west gable of House 2 although there are clear indications
internally that there once was a chimney at the Rating Row end.
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House 1:

Summary of 21st century appearance

ground floor interior

The ground floor presented a large open space, in use as a shop. On the interior western gable there
was a modern brick fireplace and surround. Towards the centre of the north wall there was a blocked
fireplace, framed by a slate surround. Opposite the main door there was a wide opening (1.2m) with
a semicircular arched head. The remainder of the north wall was plastered and plain except that a
decoratively moulded plaster cornice runs along the north, south and east walls in the area east of the
two opposed doorways.

An original Georgian architrave survived despite the removal of the original sash windows in the
south wall. At the west end there was an inwardly splayed recess, occupied by a modern glass-panelled
door.

First floor interior

The first floor had most recently been used as a restaurant. A stud and plasterboard partition had
been erected in the north-east corner to screen movement to and from an adjacent kitchen area which
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The attic

The attic was reached by the stair tower. This is a part of the main house which has retained most of
the detail and atmosphere of the nineteenth century. The doorway entered into a corridor 2 m. wide
running parallel to the north wall and gave access to a large room on the east gable. There was a modern
red brick fireplace in the eastern gable wall and a sloping roofed dormer window in the north wall. A
window in the south wall had long been blocked.

At the west end of the corridor there was another large room. A pitched-roofed dormer had been
inserted in the north wall and a fireplace (later blocked) had been assembled from architectural fragments
in the west gable. Two small rooms stood on the south side of the corridor. The roof was supported by
four large collar beam trusses. Battens had been attached to the collars for joist sockets and a coved
ceiling was formed at that level.

The Stair Tower

The stair tower was a very substantial building. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the stair
tower was entered through a doorway on the ground floor in the north wall of House 1 or, alternatively,
from a corridor between the south door of House 2 to a door in the north wall of the tower. The oblique
northern entrance to the tower is almost certainly a breach in the north wall of the tower. The wooden
staircase in the tower was relatively modern, of probable later nineteenth century date.

There was a long narrow light in the east wall which extended from the attic ceiling down to the first
floor and there were wide arched openings, blocked with brick on the first and ground floors on the west
side. These were probably features of the years when the premises was run as a hotel.

4 tic £2 acfnj east

11



-
£

& af:"g Row house (Woa\Se 2)

N\ Cigth/C20th attic
Scale: V100

dormer dormer dormer
attic. room
Zress 2ress Cruss 2russ
stair Aole
atic (uncsed) at?ic room attic room
J i —[
Cigth attic
Scale: 1100
stalr tower
externd/ blocked
c‘./'k'Mney door
] '. stack
Zruss Zrass Zress russ

altic roon

Y

attic. room

attic room

attic room

fireplace [

Casz‘/e Street /10a6e ()Voa&e l)

Q 1 2
I

i

12




Stair tower, externa/ stack,
roofed corridors and stars
between the two houses

House 2

The ground floor

This building comprised two distinct component parts. The western half was in use as a shop, Thai Deco.
A reduction of the width of the north wall, west room, had been carried through two storeys to provide
additional space, some considerable time ago. The eastern part was used as a commercial kitchen. An
early nineteenth-century, twelve pane, hornless sash window was revealed on the south wall.

first floor

Thefirst floor

Access to the first floor of the west side of the house was along a corridor, reached from a flight of stairs
from the Doric porch on Rating Row. The eastern side was reached through the stair tower. An opening
in the south wall accommodated a hornless sash window of sixteen panes, above the one below. The
room had a coved ceiling to the level of the lower purlin line of the roof truss. The eastern room opened
onto the roof of a conservatory style timber structure supported on brick piers. A modern brick fireplace
stood against a projecting breastwork in the east wall.

Attic

The attic was reached up a narrow steep stair of eleven steps. There were dormer windows in each of
three attic rooms but only on the north side. These were fixed within the roof space between the purlin
lines. The casements were late Victorian/Edwardian. The trusses remained visible and spaces were
infilled by stud walls.

13
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Architectural features and historic fabric
as revealed during the course of the building works between 2007 and 20009.

House 1
Ground floor

The stripping of nineteenth- and twentieth-century plaster and other treatments from the walls and the
removal of floor boards allowed access to several components of the structure of House 1.

On the interior west gable at ground level there must have been an early fireplace. If so, it has not
revealed itself and its position may have been replaced by the modern brick fireplace. To the left of the
north gable there was a small window with a timber lintel carrying a chamfer on its underside, with a
plain run-out stop and a plastered jamb on the right side. On the right hand side of the chimney breast,
a curvilinear recess was revealed which carried up through the first floor to the attic level. It may have
been a latrine chute.

There was almost certainly an ancient window in the position of the modern gated door, in the west
bay of the south wall. Several more features were revealed on the north wall. There was a doorway and a
small window between the wide opening next to the chimney stack. The doorway led to a small corridor
and a flight of stairs to the cellar. There were ten steps down to a depth of 1.6m from the general floor
level and 1.83m from the raised boards which later covered the cellar. The area of the cellar is 11 sq.
m and occupied an irregular square 3.5 m. west-east and 3.4 m. north-south The brick-blocked upper
portion of the original door and its timber lintel identify it as a taller, earlier door than the round-arched
early nineteenth-century opening.

H\ A Castle St interior north elevation
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As the building work progressed the scale and detail of the external chimney stack and the stair tower
were revealed. An original large fireplace occupied a considerable proportion of the stack. The arch
was formed with brick voussoirs, possibly original or perhaps replacing failed masonry. The plaster on
the soffit has survived and would also have covered the brick and masonry. The voussoirs spring from
gritstone jambs and are surmounted by a gritstone relieving arch.

The ground floor door to the stair tower was likely to be an original opening but the brick-voussoir
rounded arch is of the late eighteenth - early nineteenth century. The south door to House 1 stood
directly opposite. The third beam from the west was slight in comparison with the others, tall but
narrow. It carried an ovolo chamfer on the west side and a plain chamfer on the east side, with ogee
stops and was set immediately to the east of the two opposing doors. This more elegant beam probably
signalled a division of space along the long axis of the building

Towards the east end of the north wall, an internally splayed (1.8 m.) early window was revealed. The
opening was capped by a wooden lintel with ovolo chamfer on the underside, terminating in ogee stops.
The window would have looked out from the eastern end of the north wall almost directly across the east

face of the stair tower.
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Beams above the ground floor

The first floor was supported by four transverse beams and one replaced longitudinal beam which sprung
perpendicular from the mid-point of the first beam (west) to the west gable wall. The beams are massive
squared oak timbers. The beams spanned an open space of 5.5m.

Beam 1 (westernmost). 274 m. tall, 276 m. wide; plain chamfer on west side, ovolo chamfer on east
side; ogee and nick stops at north end, both sides.

Beam 2. 274 mm. high, 270 mm. wide; ovolo chamfers on both sides; ogee on south end, east side
and a stepped plain stop on south end, west side. A similar stop at the north end, east side.

Beam 3 is a slighter beam; 231 mm. tall, 112mm wide, splayed at the south end to bed into wall; plain
chamfer on east side, ovolo chamfer on west side; ogee stop at both ends, both sides.

Beam 4. 295 mm. tall, 269mm wide; ovolo chamfers on both sides; stepped stop and concave facet
with a convex nick behind and a second concave nick producing two blunt pointed pyramidal stops at
the north end, east side; a similar, less complex stop at the south end, east side; a stepped, plain stop at

the south and west side.

Joists

Each of the four long beams carry thirteen mortice sockets on the face of each side for the attachment
of joists. The exception is that the western side of beam 1 carries no joists as they were fixed transversely
from the western longitudinal beam to socket holes in each of the side walls. The sockets and the tenons
vary slightly in size between four and a half and five inches wide (114 mm. to 127 mm.) and are generally
two inches in height (51 mm.). The joists are generally within the range of four and a half to five inches
square. The recurrent spacing along the beam is around eighteen inches (459mm). Spacer plates of
oak are made use of to level, adjust and align the fixing. The span of joists between beams is within the
range of 2.65 m./ 2.8 m. (eight or nine feet). There is no obvious use of peg holes in securing the joists

on this row of beams.
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First floor

The western bay included a first floor doorway close to the putative screen fixed to the first beam, and,
towards the western wall, an early blocked wooden window with a chamfered lintel, ovolo moulded
jambs, mullion and bevelled sill (internal width of the splay: 1.23 mm.).

This door on the first floor could very well have been associated with an external stair, tucked into the
corner of the north wall of the house and the west wall of the externally projecting chimney stack. A door
on the ground floor, slightly offset from the door above, strengthens this conjecture.

Another dressed-stone fireplace stood on the left (southern) edge of the chimney stack, offset from
the large fireplace on the ground floor. The head carries a false four-centred arch with two strings of
concave moulding coming together on the jambs as a double-reeded arris motif, terminating in a plain
facetted stop and nick below. The opening within the fireplace is 1.52 m. wide.

A very similar fireplace with false four-centred arched head and chamfered jambs was revealed
during removal of plaster on the first floor east gable. The opening is 1.47 m. wide.

A third, fragmentary, fireplace on the same floor was discovered when a modern fireplace was
removed from the south side of the west gable wall.
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There was an opening to the stair tower immediately to the right (east) of the chimney stack. The
opening (1.65 m.) carried a flattened arch head 2.22m above floor level. This is most likely to have been
a nineteenth-century improvement of access, possibly during the Temperance Hotel period.

When plaster was removed from the inside face of the tower it became clear that a ‘cupboard’ opening
carried through the thickness of the wall and was almost certainly an original entrance to an earlier
external stair, a precursor of the tower.

The first floor beams and joists

The beams which supported the attic floor and which carried the first floor ceiling were arranged in a
very similar way to those above the ground floor. Each beam carried thirteen mortices to attach the
joists, which were of similar dimensions to those on the ground floor. All beams were chamfered and all
carried a variety of chamfer stops. The details of the beams are as follows:

First floor beam 1 (westernmost). 285 mm. high, 265 mm. wide, plain chamfers each side; ogee stop
and large concave nick behind, creating a blunt pyramidal stop on the east side, south end and a very
similar stop on the east side, north end; stepped stop with convex nick, creating a sharp pyramidal stop
on the west side, south end; very similar stop on west side, north end.

First floor 2. 2gomm high, 279mm wide, plain chamfers on both sides; stepped stop with concave
facet, nicked behind with a convex facet producing a facetted pyramidal stop; stepped stop with angled
facet, convex behind, producing a blunt pointed facetted stop; a similar stop on the west side, south end.

First floor 3. 273mm high, 230mm wide, plain chamfers on both sides; ogee stops at both ends.

First floor 4. 2g9omm high, 225mm wide, plain chamfers on both sides; stepped stops with concave
facets producing a blunt pyramidal stop on each side at each end.

Two of the first floor beams, 1 and 4, carry carpenters’ marks on the upper face of the beams. These

are Roman numerals which identify which joist tenon should match the mortice.

Fancy steps on growund floor beams and carperters’ marks on collar and struds on @tic truss
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The attic

There was a small window within the recess (latrine chute?) which carried up from the ground floor at
the north end of the west gable. It was splayed internally to a width of 740 mm. but the actual opening
was 320 mm. wide by 450 mm. tall and framed externally with squared stone. There were similar
windows either side of the chimney breast in the east gable.

There was an indication of a blocked fireplace in the gable wall of the western room of the attic space.
After plaster had been removed it was clear that a fireplace had been reassembled from architectural
fragments and had tapped into the pre-existing flue in the west gable wall, at the south end.

After removal of a relatively modern brick fireplace from the eastern gable of the attic, a fireplace was
revealed on the northern edge of the east gable chimney breast. The fireplace was put together, rather
than designed or built, again possibly using pre-existing architectural fragments. The blocks of stone
are dressed, large and rectangular. There are plain chamfers on the head and jambs.

The attic walls were low, just over one metre from the floor boards to the wall plate, although infill
above the wall plate on the inner side rose to about 1.6m to meet the pitch of the rafters.

It cannot be concluded with certainty but, a distinct narrowing of the upper west gable suggests the
possibility that the house was raised at one point.

The stair tower and stack

Both the tower and the stack are of sixteenth-early seventeenth century construction. The tower is close
to being square, internally, with dimensions of 3.6 m. north-south and east-west and walls of variable
thickness between 850 mm. and 900 mm.

It is probable that the stack was built at the same time as the house and that the stair tower was a later
addition against both the stack and the north wall. However, the relationship of stack, tower and north
wall of House 1 is not entirely conclusive.

There was a blocked doorway roughly central to the south side of the stair tower or, rather, the
pre-existing north wall of the house and may have been an original door to an earlier external stair
predating the tower. A blocked door, offset, on the attic level suggests that the two blocked doors may
have corresponded.

0 * -2 ;o

Chimney Stack and star tower A rmiakeshif? Rreplace, precisely central to the long axis of Che
adjacent, from altic floor @Eic, ewas inserted on the eastern edge of Che chimney stack,
iqpp/nj into the Aue. WA has survived appears to have wused

archutectura/ Fragments of” gritstone with chapfered edges.

20



There was a dormer window with a horizontally sloping roof in the attic wall between the tower and
the east wall of House 1. The jambs of the dormer are very much abraded but enough survives to identify
the western jamb as carrying a gritstone ovolo moulding, comparable to the stone mullioned window
in the tower gable and also to the same pattern as the mullions and jambs in the two wooden windows,
one on the first floor on the tower gable and the other recovered from the west end of the north wall on
the first floor.

Little survived of the roof of the tower but the single central collar-beam truss did, albeit severely
abraded. The dressed stone bevelled string course beneath the eaves has also survived and is reflected
in the upper levels of the external chimney stack.
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House 1: roof trusses

There were four collar beam trusses in the attic space. Some scarf jointed purlins remained but not
all in their original position and a handful of wide rafters supplemented the roof support.

The trusses spanned an opening of 5.8 m. The collars were pegged to the principals at 2.1 m. above
the floor boards and although the purlins did not latterly sit in their original sockets, it was intended that
there should be two runs of purlins, 2.2 m. and 3.2 m. above the floor boards. The apex of the trusses
was at 4.39 m. above the boards. There were two raking struts rising from the centre of each collar to
the principals, pegged with one peg at each end. The collars used three pegs on each side and two pegs
to join the principals at the ridge.
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Carpenters’ marks were visible on each of the four trusses. These took the form of particular chisel
marks or, more frequently, Roman numerals, but not always consistently. The marks on the House 1
trusses were almost exclusively those which identify the join at the ridge of two principals, the joins of
collar to principal on each side and the joins at the base, of raking struts with a collar.

The marks identified each truss - I for the easternmost, II for the second, III for the third and IIII for
the westernmost. This report had described the beams and trusses of the two houses from west to east,
before the numeration of the carpenters had been located.

ITITT westernmost truss
samples Zaken:

IIT ¢ress

I truss

I easternmost ¢ruass

c‘ar,oenz‘ers‘ marks: peqged and
ot rticed collar; base of principa/
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Dendrochronology

During 2010, five samples of timber from House 1 were extracted from storage after removal of the
trusses. Four of the samples were dated by Dr M. C. Bridge and Dr D. W. H. Miles of the Oxford
Dendrochronology Laboratory. They contribute this summary and present their conclusions.

All appear to have been felled at around the same time. One timber retained complete sapwood, but
degradation of the sapwood meant that not all its rings could be measured — and its felling date range
was derived as 1614-16. One other timber had a last measured ring date of 1615 with what appeared to
be complete sapwood, meaning that felling could be no earlier than 1616. Two other timbers, one with
sapwood, produced felling date ranges that are consistent with this date. It seems likely therefore that
construction of this range took place in or shortly after 1616.

Samples

anggo1, base of principal (second truss from east)
anggo2, principal at collar (second truss from east)
anggos, part of principal (westernmost truss)
anggos, base of principal (westernmost truss)

Another sample, anggo4, was clearly part of one of the range of four House 1 trusses but the fragmentary
nature of the sample did not allow a precise identification.

Table: Details of samples taken from 10 Castle Street, Beaumaris, Anglesey.

Sample number  Timber and position Dates AD spanning No of rings  Felling seasons/dates/date ranges

anggo1 ex situ timber 1386-1615 230 c. 1616
anggo2 ex situ timber 1418-1548 131 after 1559
anggos ex situ timber 1427-1596 170 1614—-16
anggo4 ex situ timber 1370-1598 229 1609-1639
anggos ex situ timber undated 85 unknown

The Stair Tower

This was built up against the north wall of House 1 and the north-east corner of the projecting lateral
chimney stack. Both the tower and the stack are of sixteenth-early seventeenth century construction. It
is close to being square, internally, with dimensions of 3.6 m. north-south and east-west and walls of
variable thickness between 850 mm. and 900 mm.

The present access to the floors within the tower is a relatively recent arrangement. This is clearly
seen by blocked doors and windows in the tower fabric which have been cut across by the later staircase
and by the opening of alternative doors and windows. These modifications have been made to facilitate
access between House 1 and House 2 and to the requirements of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century Temperance Hotel.
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East and north interior walls

This and the following diagram is designed to show the relationship of features and openings
in and on the interior wall and the later positioning of the staircase.
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West and south interior walls

This and theprevious diagram is designed to show the relationship of features and openings
in and on the interior wall and the later positioning of the staircase.
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House 2
Ground floor fireplaces

Two very large fireplaces, one on each gable, stood at either end of the building. At the west end the
opening extended over 2.3 m. within a chimney breast of 3.58 m. The complexity of the arrangement of
flues on the first floor suggest at least three fireplaces. The two to the right (north) are likely to be much

later than the original flue.
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The fireplace on the ground floor room on the east gable occupied approximately two thirds of the
width of the building. A recess on the north side of the chimney breast occupied windows on two floors,
probably within original openings. The recess, adjacent to the chimney breast, may have occupied a
ladder-stair. The arcing line of the funnelling flue can be identified clearly on the south side of the
chimney breast but is lost in the reworking, modification and replacement in providing a fireplace on the
second floor level and particularly in servicing the requirements of a commercial kitchen.
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Several blocked openings in the long walls were recorded. The more recent openings were a later
arrangement of doors and windows. On the south wall a small blocked opening was uncovered revealing
an early wooden window with diagonally-set bars and a chamfered lintel with ogee stops.

House 2
beams, joists and trusses

There were four beams on each of two floors, spanning a distance of a little over 5 m. The beams were
as equally massive as those in House 1. The average dimensions are 293 mm. tall and 244 mm wide.
The first floor beams carried rows of thirteen joists and the attic beams carried rows of twelve joists.
The beams carried plain chamfers and the predominant stops on the first floor beams are ogee, with a
stepped, flat stop on the second beam from the west.

growund floor beams in Yoise 2
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The fourth beam on the ground floor was unusual in that it had been placed re-used and reset, upside
down and 200 mm. lower than the other first floor beams, requiring that the joists attached to this beam
lie on its upper surface.

All the attic beams were plain chamfered with ogee stops. The joists carried scratched Roman

numerals.

Topi tie beams , trusses and joists
botlom lefY: carpenters ' pemerals

bottorm right: carperter ‘s lay out marks on
/ejgec/ and rmorticed beart
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The first three collar-beam trusses stood on transverse tie-beams at attic floor level with the exception
of the fourth (easternmost) truss which was fixed against the eastern gable. This was in contrast to the
trusses in House 1 where the trusses rest on wall plates, 1m. above the attic floor.

The House 2 truss employed a later style of collar-beam in which the collars are set against the faces
of the principal rafters in fan-shaped recesses and which are pegged through the face of the collar rather
than jointed into the sides. These particular trusses had the collars set very high which maximised the
available roof space in the attic. Some beams had trenches in the upper face to accommodate the fixing
of posts to the beam and the underside of the principals, below the lower purlin line, to mitigate sagging.

The trusses carried two pairs of purlins and the space between them provided an opening and
framework for a row of three dormer windows, contained entirely within the roof space.
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Interpretation, context and historical significance

Context (Summary)

In April 1295 Edward I was at Llanfaes. He was determined to build a new castle and settler town on
the Anglesey shore, at the northern seaward entrance to the Menai Straits. This was flat land, access
to the sea, a major ferry crossing and a tried and tested commercial focus at nearby Llanfaes. Building
was underway at the new castle and town of Beaumaris by 1295 and was soon to expropriate Llanfaes’
commercial interests. Beaumaris received its charter in 1296.

An important and pressing concern was to populate the new town with settlers willing to take up
tenancies in Beaumaris. Incentives were offered and settlers began to arrive. A majority of tenants came
from the north-west of England. In time the Lancashire and Cheshire contingent would become the
major source of influence in the town. Among these would be the Ingrams, the Godfreys, the Norreys,
Hamptons, Kighleys and Bulkeleys.

The plan of the town was laid out from the beginning, disposed around the crossing of two main
streets, Castle Street and Church Street, with its southerly extension Wall Street, to the shore. Rotten
Row (later Rating Row) in the northern angle of the main streets may have been part of the design
or perhaps an expansion from an originally larger street along the present Little Lane. These streets
were lined with burgages, 8oft by 4oft. By the mid-fourteenth century, one hundred and fifty burgages
had been let out. In the early fifteenth century Owain Glyndwr’s followers occupied the town for two
years but Beaumaris survived. By the early seventeenth century, houses had expanded north-west along
Wexham Street, past Henllys Lane and south-east into Townsend.

Along Castle Street there stood the important coaching inn, the Bull’s Head on the corner of Bull’s
Head Street and Castle Street. On the east corner there stood a prestigious plot, No. 10 Castle Street
(known as Ty Mawr).

Comparative sources
(external chimney stacks, ovolo moulded jambs and mullions, stair towers and family connexions)

Hafotty is a hall house a short distance away from Beaumaris. In 1511 Hafotty was transferred to the
Bulkeley family. One of the first works done by the Bulkeleys was to insert a monumental fireplace
into the south wall of the hall, where there had been an open central hearth or brazier previously. The
wide chimney stack projects beyond the outer face of the south wall and carries above the roof line as a
diagonally set shaft. A second stack stands against the stack of the west wing. Other early examples of
relatively local houses with projecting lateral stacks in include Cochwillan, near Bangor and Plas Berw
in the parish of Llanidan. Both were built around 1480.

The house at Penmon Priory was furnished with an original external stack of, perhaps, the early 16th
century. The Bulkeley family claimed a strong and long association with the priors of Penmon and were
said to have been stewards of the Priory, time out of mind.

Of comparable significance, for our present purpose, major works had taken place at Plas Berw, in
the 1580s. Owen Holland who married Elizabeth, daughter of the second Sir Richard Bulkeley, in 1578,
was actively expanding his estate, and also turned his attention to the house. Plas Berw’s hall had been
heated by an external stack from the late fifteenth century. In 1580, or thereabouts, Owen Holland built
a massive stair tower against the south-west wall at the solar or private end, overlapping slightly onto
the wall of the hall. The stair tower butts up against the wall and slightly overlaps the chimney stack.

The windows in the first floor and attic space of the Castle Street tower carry ovolo moulded mullions
and jambs, a style coming into fashion in north-west Wales in the 1570s. Close parallels to the stone
mullioned window in the stair tower at 10 Castle Street may be seen at Plas Berw and closer to home in
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the vestibule of the Beaumaris Court House, dated 1614. Other abraded fragments survive in the porch
of the David Hughes School, Beaumaris, which was established in 1603.

At No. 8 Castle Street, square-headed windows with chamfered jambs and mullions were recorded as
were stop-chamfered beams, considered to be of the sixteenth century.

Family connections between the Bulkeley family and the Hamptons of Plas Berw were likely to ensure
that each was aware of current developments. The dimensions of the two towers are very close, despite
the difference in scale of the main buildings. Both towers carry stone mullioned windows with ovolo
moulding on jambs and mullion. Both towers are set against their respective existing external chimney
stacks and their main walls.

House 2 was built somewhat later than House 1. The distinctive type of collar beam trusses suggest
this, although the beams, chamfers and stops have little to distinguish them from the beams in House 1,
except that they are generally less fancy than those in the larger house.

Later history

The properties, House 1 and House 2 were in the hands of the Bulkeley family by the later eighteenth
century and probably considerably earlier. House 2 was probably built in the seventeenth century. A
taxation account of 1662 written against two premises as one item, identified Lord Bulkeley as landlord
of a dwelling house and cellar on Castle Street and Mr Owen Hughes for the New House. In 1664 Mrs
Deane, presumably the tenant, accounted for her Dwelling House, the New House and cellar, together.
This may not be a reference to the properties under discussion but it is possible that it is.

In the 1820s the tenants of the present No. 10 Castle Street were a Mrs Burton who held the corner
property (‘a part of Ty Mawr’) and the western end of House 2. A Mrs Redding occupied the eastern part
of the street frontage and the yard and other buildings. Mrs Redding also had the tenancy of the three
remaining properties on the east side of Bull’s Head Street (Rating Row). She was also a tenant of Sir
Richard Bulkeley’s at the Bull and occupied a large garden and ‘garden house’ at the northern corner of
Bull’s Head Street and Church Lane.

The property became a hotel in 1881. The proprietor was Owen Rowlands who also established
Temperance Hotels in Bangor and Liverpool . A part of the property, at the corner of Castle Street and
Rating Row, was a bakery. In the first half of the twentieth century No. 10 Castle Street was in use as
a cafe (the Cottage Cafe) with an extension to the east at No. 8. The premises still traded under the
name of the Cottage until very recently, occupying the first floor of the building facing Castle Street with
kitchens on both the first floor of this structure and the ground floor of the adjacent house to the rear.

The property was refurbished and, once again, became part of a hotel in 2009, an annexe of the Bull,
adjacent, and was renamed as the Townhouse.
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Appendix

Listing survey summary

Listed for its special architectural interest as a house retaining definite Georgian character and detail,
with significant earlier origins, and for its contribution to the historical integrity of Castle Street.

Grade I1
Ref 5600

An early C17 house and formerly known as 'Cwrt Mawr', or 'Ty Mawr', a Bulkeley family residence
[Cwrt Mawr is incorrect, a mistake repeated by the Cadw listing survey and RCAHM]. It was originally
a hall house with lateral fireplace and rear stair turret. It was remodelled in the early C19 in Georgian
style. At the same time the building was divided into 2 houses, in which form it is shown on the 1829
town plan. One entrance faced Castle Street and a new entrance was created in the Rating Row elevation,
which opened to a lean-to entrance hall behind the original house, incorporating a new stair. A rear
range, formerly a separate property, had also been amalgamated with Ty Mawr by this time. Original
details of the rear range, which was probably a C17 house, have been obscured.

A late Georgian 3-storey house and shop on a corner site, with entrances in Castle Street and Rating
Row has a short rear wing, to which a link has been made to a formerly detached range at the rear, also
entered from Rating Row.

The 4-bay Castle Street front is an early C19 remodelling to form a symmetrical 3-bay house to the
centre and R with 1-bay house to the L entered from Rating Row. Walls are scribed roughcast painted
white, the roof slate with a roughcast stack to the R, and a stone stack to the L with 2 diagonal shafts.
The central entrance to the R-hand dwelling has Tuscan columns to a gabled open porch, and has a
replacement glazed door below an overlight boarded up and painted with Gothic intersecting glazing
bars.

In the L gabled end an early C20 balcony has been removed leaving brackets exposed. The balcony
continued further L under a high wall with moulded cornice, which conceals an added lean-to entrance
hall behind the main range and a small courtyard. The main Rating Row entrance has double cast iron
Tuscan columns [actually wooden columns, not cast iron] and a recessed half-glazed panelled door with
half-glazed side panels.

The rear of the main house has gabled lateral stack R of centre and gabled roof dormer to its R. On
the L side is an original stair projection, which has a coped gable on moulded kneelers, with a lower link
built between the house and the formerly separate rear range. The stair projection has a blocked 2-light
ovolo-moulded mullioned window to the upper storey, to the R of which is a small inserted window. To
the L of the stair projection is a 9-pane sash window in a half dormer.
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